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Dominic Vanga’s second “trainer” is colonel Coldea, a ceremonious agent who admits
he is chameleonic, adjusting to the situation depending on his victims. Coldea says
that the Securitate is a secretive institution, who renews the secrets on a permanent basis;
thus, each member only knows his corresponding department and the next pawn in
the repressive hierarchy, being a mere link in the chain. Coldea confesses to Vanga that
the various acts of dissent courage against the dictatorship were allowed in order to enable
the adequate and professional observation of the opponents’ discontent and mind-set.
The same colonel explain the necessity of the pact between the aggressors and the vic-
tim: Vanga will not be tortured and will not undergo extended detention, because he can
be blackmailed and, hence, refashioned; through the pact, Vanga will become the Securitate’s
man not as an informant, but as a developed leader, trained in case the generation changes
in the structure of dictatorship. The character is warned that the Securitate punishes
two things: betrayal and irresponsibility. The main control technique of the repressive
-apparatus is the pyramidal system of information, which turned into a living method
(even the pub has become an institution recruited for the population’s supervision and
control).

Gradually, Dominic Vanga is studied like a guinea pig by various by different Securitate
echelons; in disguise, he is brought to a conspiratorial location of the reforming wing
that intends to overthrow the Ceaugescu regime. The conspirators are apparently the dic-
tator’s loyal agents. The architecture of their building is mystifying; the rooms are tripled,
they hold secret hiding places and an evacuation tunnel. Here, Vanga is revealed the solu-
ton of the anti-Ceaugist putsch, the conspirators’ network (their own label is members
of the resistance group—mimicking, terminologically, the anti-communist resistance in
the Romanian mountains—and they only know each other partially) being led by a
General. As compared to the traditional Securitate, the conspirators militate for a mod-
ernisation of the institution which could be reformed, but will never disappear, being
necessary at any time. This is why the conspiracy involves also immaculate individuals,
exterior to the Securitate, who could become leaders of future Romania, sustained by the
progressive wing of the repressive apparatus. For the putsch, the agents do not recruit
and do not train well-known ant-communists. They wouldn’t have accepted any kind
of collaboration with the Securitate and any potendal division of the agents in “good”
and “evil.” They only recruit from among those ranking second or third, such as Dominic
Vanga. In the end, Vanga accepts the pa-t with the devil, as pawn in reserve and later pro-
moted to power, after Ceaugescu’s fall. With other anti-Ceausists, he will live in a con-
spiracy house, where each human guinea pig is an individual extracted from a specific
socio-political and cultural field. After their moulding in the laboratory, each guinea
pig will play his political role in the bluff after the installation of the new regime.

In the novel Viaga pe fugd [Life on the Run], Mirela Roznoveanu focuses on the plot
of the Secret Police at the time of the December 1989 events (the revolution and, at
the same time, the masked putsch), then, after 1989, on the reactivation of the Securitate,
during the phenomenon Piaga Universititii 1990 (the largest protest meeting in post-
communist Romania), during the June 1990 Mineriad (miners’ intervention, with the
assault and abuse of protesters by the Valea Jiului miners, seconded by policemen and












