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Heinrich, thus, puts the French and German university models against each other,
while speaking about the increased dependence of the German model on the state. In this
context, the state-founded university of Kolozsvir/Cluj is, by default, predestined to have
less freedom. It is not in the same situation as the university of Budapest, given that
the university of Kolozsvdr/Cluj is a newly state-founded institute, so its relationship with
the churches and the state is different, and it has a different bargaining position when
it comes to academic freedom. Even if it is organized after the university of Budapest,
the fact that whereas the founding document of the former was signed by Péter Pdzminy,
the cardinal of Esztergom, and that of the university of Kolozsvar/Cluj was signed by
Franz Joseph Apostolic King of Hungary, the latter is unavoidably placed under the autho-
rity of the state.

The founding of the university of Kolozsvdr/Cluyj is set in a special professionaliza-
tion-historical context: the public education act by E6tvos from 1868 represented a
professionalizational age boundary not only from the perspective that it formed a large
institution system by introducing free and compulsory education, which lead to a
higher alphabetization and discipline but also to a more closed Hungarian education sys-
tem, but also from the perspective that it took important steps toward the separation
of state public education and denominational education. It built a state-owned institu-
tion system for public education, thus handing the establishment of public education sys-
tems and the assignment of roles to the state structures, and last but not least, it was
the state that decided upon the content of the academic material, as well as on its cano-
nic interpretation. This meant that the bases of the Hungarian public education system
being under construction in that period represented professionalism to the same extent
that it was subject to political interests.

It was in this context that Franz Joseph founded the Hungarian Royal University
of Kolozsvir/Cluj in 1872, even permitting later on that the institute use his name. As
a result, this was the country’s first state founded university, and this fact left its mark
on both the structure and on the academic board of the institution, defined its scope
and later opportunities, as well as the force of the conceptions regarding academic
freedom within the institution.

In order to reconstruct the contemporary concept history, I shall be using the his-
tory resources of the Faculty of Letters. In the case of the university of Kolozsvir/Cluj,
the issue of academic freedom strongly relates with the institution’s peripheral situa-
tion: far from the capital Budapest, under completely different local conditions the
same organizational regulation applies to the newly founded university “Until higher edu-
cation is not governed by a separate act, the rules prevailing in the Hungarian Royal
University of Budapest shall apply to the newly-founded university, too, unless this
same act rules otherwise.™

Despite the fact that for the university of Kolozsvir/Cluj it is a disadvantage that
the Roval Hungarian Ministry of Religion and Public Instruction did not elaborate a cus-
tom regulation for this new university, due to the special interpretation of the principle
of academic freedom, this disadvantage can often be transformed into an advantage in
Kolozsvar/Clu.
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professional competence.” From the documents of the first decade the academic year
of 1879-80 is the most complete; although a few documents are missing from this
year, the remaining registry book gives us an idea about the content of the missing docu-
ments. There are 361 registered documents or files for this academic year. Having
browsed through the almost complete set documents of the year, I realized that the majo-
rity of the documents produced deal with solving financial issues such as tuition fees,
scholarships, material allowances, train tickets of professors and administrative staff. The
level of financial independence of the faculty, as well as the extent to which the univer-
sity or the ministry honored the arising financial needs, might give us a clue regarding
the institutional dependence of the Faculty of Letters. Its position within the educa-
tion system, as well as its relation with the government was highly influenced by the
bureaucracy of the arising financial issues.

As the issue of academic freedom and its possibilities of accomplishment were impor-
tant aspects of the university’s inaugural speeches, right at the beginning of its existen-
ce, in the state-founded university the creation of structures by the state supremacy is
inevitable, helping the university and its subinstitutions, including the Faculty of Letters
in fulfilling the needs of the state.

The files of the academic year of 1879-80 show that material dependence has got
an important role in the daily activities of the faculty. As it is not characteristic of the
neighboring countries to conserve or to fray out their material independence,’ the
university of Kolozsvir/Cluy; is also characterized by serious material dependence. The
advances on salary of the professors, the free train tickets, the list of the students wor-
thy of scholarships or awards, the different scientific degrees were all approved by the
ministry of education, who provided the necessary material basis for them. From this
perspective, the state power appears as the main owner of professional knowledge, as
professional awarding depends on its decision. For example, Hugé Meltzl requested a six
months leave this year, the covering of his travel costs and an advance payment for his
research on completing his Edda studies.” The minister did not approve it, and instead
of evoking financial reasons, he provided professional arguments: he explained in his ans-
wer that the summer holiday is just enough for accomplishing the desired study route.”
Thus, he revised Melzl’s professional arguments. From this moment on we can talk about
the faculty’s dependence when it comes to professional issues. We shall realize in our stu-
dies on the university and on the history of science that the faculty’s approach to scien-
ce is influenced by this, and in our interpretation we must consider the importance of the
strategies worked out by some of the representatives of the different departments for eva-
ding this dependence.

As the argumentation of the paper also allows the reader to conclude, the concept
of academic freedom fancied by the university professors, as well as the meaning of the
same concept used by political actors not only do not cover each other, but in many cases
there are totally opposite conceptions behind the same terminology. In the majority of
the cases, the concept used by legislation and in the professor’s discourses are different
because in the language use of the ministry and of the political actors this is a political
concept that fits into the linguistic logic of continental liberalism. In this context, aca-
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Abstract
Competing concepts of the academic freedom within the discourses concerning the
inauguration of the Hungarian Royal University of Kolozsvar/Cluj

The problematic of academic freedom represents an important issue in the public education of
the 19* century. Both the educational theory arguments and political arguments are put forward
in the debates that formed around it. The study provides the contextual analysis of the writings
of the corpus (acts, provisions, theoretical writings, debates, press material) regarding academic
frecedom, which represented the context of the launching of the Hungarian Royal University of
Kolozsvir/Cluj, in 1872. It aims to interpret the sometimes very different meanings of academic
freedom occurring in this discourse, as well as to define the role of theses meanings at the
moment of the establishment of the university.
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