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with medieval archaeology, has writ-
Romanians 

and the Turkic Nomads North of the 
Danube Delta from the Tenth to the Mid-
Thirteenth Century (East Central and 
Eastern Europe in the Middle Ages, 

Medieval Review, 14 
March 2011. The book was published 
by Brill, an academic publishing house 
with a long record and a strong inter-

-
-

dieval Moldavia which astounds the 

bias against Romanians. Berend has  
no thing good to say about the several 
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gions. In order to compile that list, I have painstakingly scoured through a large 

the book’s conclusion is largely based. I am unable to tell whether ignorance or 

The example chosen by Berend to demonstrate the “very tendentious man-

-
ning remark, which suggests that to Berend, the Vlachs and the Romanians are 

or Valwen. Finally, why should one stop at distinguishing between Romanians 

critical attention.

-
ai, 



-

 
-

certainly understands, the only conclusion one can draw is that this bizarre at-
titude is a deliberate attempt to ignore all things Romanian. 

own shortcomings, Berend claims that, when dealing with political events, 

-

pro bono omnium. As a matter 

easily applied to her. 

Turkic nomads upon local communities in the Romanian regions. She must be-
-

davia, which is clearly attested by the archaeological evidence and coincides in 
time with the Pecheneg, Oghuz, and Cuman invasions into that area, was to the 

only seen the relations between Romanians and Turkic nomads in negative terms 
is simply and utterly wrong. I have dealt in several chapters with the nature 
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and archaeological evidence to the contrary. Perhaps Berend never read those 

possible that Berend simply skipped the chapter in which I deal precisely with 
-

give credit to certain events taking place in the eleventh century, I used a seven-

an anachronism. In reality, Berend seems not to know that a very early Turkish 
chronicle named Oghuzname survives only in the seventeenth-century “Turkish 

the Oghuzname a seventeenth-century source. Berend also claims that I con-
-

to do was to consult the index, and to see the numerous page numbers next to 
such entries as Bulgarians, Rus’ and Slavs

substance to her incriminations.
-

-
La critique est facile, l’art est difficile! 



“obscure unc

works on the matter, and she hastily recommends Paul Stephenson, without ap-

insists on the old historiographic trope, according to which Asen at least must 
-

we should conclude that Almos, Arpad and Zoltan were not Magyars (or, with 

-

take the time to read those sources. 
Gesta 

Hungarorum

as the Gesta Hungarorum

Gesta 

or Ioan-Aurel Pop. 

Grecorum ritum tenentibus. I 

She does not have any solid arguments to the contrary, but strongly believes that 

an extension took place, that assumption could not logically exclude the pos-
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as rather strident. 
The only topic covered by my book on which Berend has previously written 

is the Cuman Bishopric. To be sure, she did not advance any original or novel 

scholars currently working on the Cumans, Berend should know (or remem-

-

suddenly abandoned their traditional burial customs and adopted others which 
-

dence. She also ignores the many settlements and cemetery sites attributed to the 
sedentary population in Moldavia. 

-
-

She tries to convince her readership that my only concern in this book was 

economic, social, and cultural achievements were very modest. This conclusion 



is stated very clearly in my book, as well as in my previous studies, in which I 

issues that apparently caused Berend’s displeasure play only a secondary role in 
my book. It appears to me that Berend capitalized on the recent historiographic 

-

think that her indirect attack on the Brill series in which the book has been 

scholarly world.
In short, driven by nationalist enthusiasm which blinded her critical view and 

-

Khrushchev and Brezhnev. This should in no way be construed as an attempt to 

-

-

deal with this problem, approaching only those who have denied the continuity 

doing so, I had in mind the scholars who, driven by nationalistic concerns, have 
-

-
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-

In conclusion, I can only note that given the opportunity to criticize what she 

-
port her credentials as a scholar. For this she deserves my compassion.
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ponse to my reply (TMR 2012.01.19, at 
-

view (TMR 2011.03.14, at 
The Romanians and the 

Turkic Nomads North of the Danube Delta from the Tenth to the Mid-Thirteenth 
Century. According to the TMR rules, an author has the right to just one reply, 

text in order to get the record straight. To be sure, in her response Berend aban-

-

Mountains during the tenth to the thirteenth centuries, Berend invokes the name 
The Archaeology of Ethnicity: Constructing Identities 

in the Past and Present



give up any attempt to link the archaeological record to ethnic groups known 

-

agnostic position is not advocated by Siân Jones, but by Sebastian Brather (Eth-
nische Interpretationen in der frühgeschichtlichen Archäologie: Geschichte, Grundla-
gen und Alternativen

currently a much discussed one and the agnostic position embraced by Berend is 
-

-
-

Mats Roslund’s book (Guests in the House: Cultural Transmission between Slavs 
and Scandinavians 900 to 1300 A.D.
is based on an approach very similar to the one I have adopted in my book, to 

-
History and Myth in 

Romanian National Consciousness The Mol-
dovans: Romania, Russia, and the Politics of Culture

-
dle Ages, but I am convinced that she never opened King’s book, which deals 

Berend has a major problem with the terms ‘Vlachs’ and ‘Romanians.’ Ac-

-
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guage and ethnic origin. The problem has been extensively studied by Giuliano 

Studi romeni
Revue Roumaine d’Histoire 4, 1 

La Romanité des Roumains: Histoire d’une 
idée

Romanische Forschungen

-

her works, either in her At the Gate of Christendom: Jews, Muslims, and ‘Pagans’ 
in Medieval Hungary, c. 1000–c.1300

Christianization and the Rise of the Christian 
Monarchy: Scandinavia, Central Europe and Rus’ c. 900–1200

Contacts between the Romanians and Turkic Nomads: Disinformation, Mystification 
and Xenophobia: N. Berend

Romanians and the Turkic Nomads North of the Danube Delta from the Tenth to the Mid-Thirteenth 
Century 

-

Peter and Asen


