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T HE IDEA that certain boyar fam-
ilies in the Moldavian area were of Tran-
sylvanian, or even Hungarian, origin
has been adopted in Romanian histo-
riography since the beginning of the
20" century. The historian Radu Rosetti,
in a study on the Csangos and Szeklers
in Moldavia, showed that several boyars
of Hungarian origin were present in
Moldavia in the 14"-15" centuries, such
as Levet Miclous, Ghelebi Miclous,
Miclug Faur, Domoncus, Toma Posorca,
Tanog Izveretul or Sandru.' Maria
Magdalena Székely has recently made
important contributions to this subject
in her study “Familii de boieri din
Moldova de origine transilvineand”
(Transylvanian-origin boyar families in
Moldavia), where she emphasized the
multiethnic origin of the boyar fami-
lies outside the Carpathian arch, which
is illustrated by the names of some of
the boyars (Toader Urdiugas, Stefan
Leghetis, Laslau, Giulea, Dienis), but
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also by place names (Fircugeni, Fechetesti, Laslioani, Veregesti, Verisani, Micsausani,
Balinti, Biraesti, Corliteni).” The other authors who suggested the possible
Hungarian ancestry of some Moldavian boyar families are Gh. Ghibanescu®
and, more recently, Lucian Valeriu Lefter.*

At the 15" National Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry, which took place
in Tagi on 13-15 May 2010, I presented a paper entitled “Neamul Urdiugas-
Dumbrava din tinutul Neamt in secolele XV-XVII” (The Urdiugag-Dumbravi
family from Neamt district in the 15"-17" centuries),’ where I asserted the pos-
sible Hungarian origin of the founders of these families and I provided a genealog-
ical analysis of the relevant boyar family. I found that in Neamt district, whose his-
tory represents the research subject of my Ph.D. thesis, there were other boyars
with Hungarian-sounding names, which aroused my curiosity and made me
look more thoroughly into this matter. I have thus tried to find out what these
people’s status was in Neamt district, if the documents mention their origin,
and who their descendants were until the middle of the 17 century.

In the present study, I aim to uncover the history of three boyar families
with Hungarian-sounding names, which held villages in Neamt district until
the middle of the 17" century. I also try to find out if these boyars and their
descendants advanced both socially, by acquiring new lands, and politically, by
serving in high offices in the administrative system of Moldavia. Finally, I shall
compile their family trees.

As expected, at the basis of such research stood the land deeds published in
the national document collections, but also those included in the Documents col-
lection of the National Archives, Iasi County Divison.

I. The Urdiugas-Dumbrava Family

owned lands in Neamt district in the 15™ century. The first surname—
Urdiugag—drew the attention of the document editors, but also that of
the researchers of local history or of the history of Moldavian boyars.
Maria Magdalena Székely showed, in a study published in the magazine A7kiva
genealogica (The Genealogical Archive) in 1994.° that this name is of Hungarian
origin, coming from “6rdongos,” which means “devilish.” If this assertion is cor-
rect, then it means that the members of this family came from Transylvania, either
from among the Romanians in this historic area or from among the Hungarians,
since it is known that when the first state founder, Dragos from Bedeu, crossed
the Carpathians and settled to the east, both Romanian and Hungarian
Transylvanians settled in Moldavia and received lands there.

T HE URDIUGA$-DUMBRAVA family was one of the petty boyar families that
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The idea of the Hungarian ancestry of certain Romanian families is also found
in the Dictionarul limbii vomanesti (Dictionary of the Romanian language),” pub-
lished by August Scriban in 1939, where the author shows that Romanian names
that end in “ig,” “ug” or “ag”™—such as Urdingas, in our case—are of Hungarian
origin. However, the Tartar origin of this word cannot be ruled out, as “ordu”
in Mongolian means “yard.” The fact that the boyar class was not closed to other
classes or to foreigners has already been pointed out by historian $tefan S. Gorovei.”

As to the other surname, Dumbravi, it is Romanian. Maria Magdalena Székely
showed, in the study mentioned above, that during Alexander the Good’s reign
there lived a boyar called Stefan Leghetis, whose name in Hungarian meant
“grove” (“dumbravi”)." Therefore a connection might be possible between
him and the family we are considering. It is interesting, however, that the area
of Neam district where this family held land for more than four centuries, name-
ly the valley of Paraul Alb, with the villages of Ghigoesti, Milesti, Obarsia and
Dragomiregti, was an area covered in oak woods, which was called “grove” (“dum-
bravi”)." Could this be a mere coincidence?!

In this section, I have tried to piece together the history of this family of petty
boyars in the 15"-17" centuries, drawing on the land deeds published in the
national document collections,' but also on the documents in the collection of
the National Archives, Tasi County Division." The research cannot claim to be
exhaustive, as the genealogical bloodline I presented has gaps caused by the
lack of documents in certain periods, but also because the descendants of this
family did not keep their ancestors’ surnames, which makes it sometimes diffi-
cult to establish each member’s place in the family tree. I have also tried to dis-
cover if this family evolved economically, by acquiring new properties, as well
as socially, by serving in high offices in the Moldavian administrative system.

1. THE Famiry. The first document I studied which mentions this family dates from
1479; on 12 May 1479, Stephen the Great confirmed, among others, the sale
of an inherited estate located in Mailesti village by a boyar named Toader Urdiugas
to another boyar, named Cozma, from Hlapesti."* Toader Urdiugas sold to Cozma,
as mentioned in the document, half of Malesti village, “the higher part” and
12 plots of land, for 60 Tartar zlotys.

Further information on Toader Urdiugag’s family comes from another doc-
ument signed by Stephen the Great, of 23 September 1483." In this docu-
ment, the Moldavian prince confirms the property rights of Toader Urdiugas and
his brother, Ivan Dumbravi, over the villages of Obargia and Mailesti (Neamt
district) and Ivanesti (Tasi district). The document contains additional important
information. Thus, we learn that Toader Urdiugas’s home was in the village of
Obirsia, “at the springs of the Paraul Alb stream,” his wife’s name was Nastea
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and her dowry was the village of Ghigoesti, “at the springs of the Paraul Negru
stream.”® Nowadays, the village of Obdrsia no longer exists, as it merged with
the village of Bornis in the past century. In 1938, there were three houses left
in Obidrsia, and they were located between the villages of Bornis and Negoesti."”
Not long thereafter, Obérsia would be included in the village of Bornis." Gheorghe
Mareg and Dumitru Mares, in their monograph of the village of Ghigoesti, when
referring to the document mentioned above, state that, in their opinion, these
villages were offered by Stephen the Great to Toader Urdiugas and Ivan Dumbravi
as a reward for their bravery in the battle against the Turks that took place at
Razboieni-Valea Albi on 26 July 1476." However, this statement is incorrect,
first and foremost because there is no mention of the battle, although the doc-
ument says that the two brothers had served the prince “justly and faithfully.”
Second, their ownership over the villages was confirmed, not “granted.”

The brothers’ ages are unknown, but it can be assumed that they were at
least in their forties, because we learn from a document dated 9 March 1490%
that Toader Urdiugas had adult children, who sold parts of a village located in
the valley of Paraul Alb. This document provides a few more pieces of information
on the Urdiugas-Dumbravi family. Thus, we find out that, on the date mentioned
above, lTosip, Toader Urdiugag’s son and Drigus’s grandson, sold his part of
the inherited land, namely a third of the village Ghigoesti, to Sima and his broth-
er, Avir, for 80 Tartar zlotys. Seven years before, the village was entirely owned
by Toader Urdiugag, who had it from his wife Nastea; in 1490, it was divided
into three parts, one of which was owned by losip; therefore one can infer
that Toader Urdiugas had three children and that he had divided the village in
the meantime and offered it to them.

This is confirmed by a document issued half a century later by Prince Peter
Rares, on 28 May 1546.”' The document is practically a kind of family tree, since
it presents the descendants of the two brothers, Ivan Dumbravi and Toader
Urdiugasg, up to their great-grandchildren: “Before us came . . . Ghidion and
his brother, Ionagco, and their sisters, Dusca, Angrisca and Ilca, Drot’s sons
and their cousins, Nicoari and his sister, Greaca and their niece, Anesia, Gavril’s
sons, and their cousins too, Buda and Berea’s brother, and their sisters Sorita,
Fiica (Sofiica), Dusca and Anisia, Ilisafta and Iosip’s sons, all Toader Urdugas’s
grandchildren””—this is an excerpt from Toader Urdiugas’s line of descent.
We learn therefore that Iosip, the son mentioned in 1490, was married to Ilisafta.

Another document from 28 June 1569, issued by Prince Bogdan Lipusneanu,
offers new information on the descendants of this family. At that date, One (Onea,
Oana) and his sister Anusca, together with their grandsons, Luca and Ieremie,
and their sister Magdalina, Catrina’s children, all Costea’s grandchildren, received
confirmation of their ownership over a third of the village of Obarsia located
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on the Paraul Alb stream, “where Toader [Urdiugas| dwelled.”” In this docu-
ment there appears the first mention of a boyar who held offices in the Moldavian
administrative system—namely Drighici the »itar (administrator), who appears
to have been Onea’s son, Catrina’s grandson and Costea’s great-grandson. But
who was Costea, since he is not mentioned in the first documents providing
information on the Urdiugag-Dumbravi family? The generational calculations
show that he was a contemporary of Toader Urdiugas and Ivan Dumbrava. Since
he owned parts of the village of Obarsia, I believe that he was closely related
to the two brothers and that he was most probably their brother-in-law, mar-
ried to their sister. This assumption is confirmed by a document issued much
later, in 1765, in which the prince certifies the freeholders’ land in the village
of Ghigoesti. At the end of the document, we find an interesting statement: “These
elders were Ton Hurdiugas and Toader Hurdiugas and their sister . . . and they
are the ancestors of all the freecholders in Ghigoesti...”**

We notice that, with the passing of time, confusions occur: in the second half
of the 18" century, the frecholders mistakenly call Ivan Dumbrava their ancestor,
Ion “Hurdiugas,” like his brother, Toader. However, it is important that their sis-
ter is also mentioned, even if not by name, and she is probably Costea’s wife,
as mentioned above.

Prince Bogdan Lapusneanu also certified, two years later, on 15 July 1571,
that Hromsa, a former urednic (high ofticial) in Stefanesti, owned half of the
village of Malesti, located in the valley of Paraul Alb and half of a third of the
village of Obargia. Reapede the aprod (bailiff) placed these properties as collat-
eral for a loan of 70 Tartar zlotys and seemingly lost them because he was not
able to pay back the loan. Consequently, Reapede the aprod was a descendent
of the Urdiugasg-Dumbravi family and, like Drighici the vitar, whose contem-
porary he was, he held a lesser position in the country’s administration. Whereas
for almost a century we have no information that the members of this family held
offices in the country’s administration, in the second half of the 16" century such
information starts to appear.

Some documents from the end of the 16" century and the beginning of
the next century mention other descendents of this family, but also blood rela-
tions with other boyar families that owned lands in the valley of the Paraul Alb
stream. Thus, from a document issued by prince Peter the Lame on 2 July 1589,*
we learn that Ionagco, Trifan’s son, bought from Ionagco, Drot’s son, a fifth of
the villages of Ghigoesti and Obarsia. This information confirms, in fact, the data
in the document issued by Peter Rares,” where there was a mention of Ionagco
as Drot’s son. Who was the buyer, i.e. Ionagco, Trifan’s son? He was a relative
who, based on priority rights,” bought these village parts. In subsequent documents,
he is named “Tonagco vitav de visternices din Obargia” (Ionasco, administrator
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of the treasury of Obargia),” a descendant of the boyar Criciun Belcescu,” and
married to Sorita,” Toader Urdiugag’s granddaughter.

Ionasco, the vitav de visternicei of Obarsia was an important person in the
community, as he is on the witness list of various sales documents referring to
villages in Neamt district.*’ In 1610,* Tonasco lost his position, and he is men-
tioned as a “former administrator of the treasury.” Later, in 1613, his name appears
in a document™® issued by $tefan IT Tomsa in connection to a lower office, vistier-
nicel (a subordinate of the treasury administrator). It is very interesting that, when
he is no longer mentioned as vitav de visternicei, i.e. after 1610, he no longer buys
village parts, and until 1619 he is mentioned as a witness or as a party in different
trials. It can be concluded that his fortune was acquired based on the office he
held, which provided him with the necessary means to extend his domain.

Consequently, the two important boyar families in the area, Belcescu and
Urdiugasg-Dumbrava, became related by marriage in the 16" century, which explains
why their members bought, sold or divided up their fortunes, consisting of
village parts located in the relevant area of the Neamt district. For that matter,
between 1596* and 1609,* Ionasco, the vatav de visternicei, and his wife, Sorita,
bought village parts from both the Urdiugag-Dumbrava family inheritance®
and the Belcescu family inheritance,”” which confirms the hypothesis that these
two families were related.

The sales documents point to further descendents of the Urdiugasg-Dumbravi
tamily. Thus, a document dating from the period 1596-1600* refers to Toader
Urdiugas’s descendents: “Mihaild Babici, Sofiica’s grandson, Toader Urdiugas’s
great grandson” sold his parts of the villages of Obirgia and Malesti to Ionagco,
the vitav de visternicei. The latter bought parts of these villages from other rela-
tives, such as: “Eremia and his brothers of Ghigoesti and his cousins, Lazor
and his brother, Ion of Popesti, and their cousins, Istratie and Gheorghie’s brother
from Bildesti, and also Ion and his sister, Tudora from Bildesti.” This infor-
mation helps fill in the family tree of the Urdiugas-Dumbravi family.

In the same period (1596-1600), Ionasco the vitay de visternices bought parts
of the villages of Obirsia and Mailesti from Toader Urdiugag’s great-great grand-
children: “Ursu and Gligorie’s brother from Cositeni, Voica’s grandchildren,
the great-grandchildren of Eremia Drot,”* who was mentioned in the 1546
document issued by Peter Rares.* He also bought from his “relatives,” Anastasia
and Oniul, Andreica’s children, parts of the village of Obarsia for 30 Tartar zlo-
tys, as shown in a document dating from the beginning of the 17" century.*

In the mid-17" century, a series of lawsuits and boundary-setting actions
between the freecholders from the villages of Obarsia, Ghigoesti and Milesti reveal
new data on the descendents of the Urdiugas-Dumbravi family. According to a
document issued by Prince Vasile Lupu on 8 December 1638, Andriian and
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Radul Turcul, both from Obarsia, litigated over parts of the villages of Obarsia
and Malesti.* In another document issued by the same prince on 30 July 1641*
it is shown that Rogca’s children from Obarsia were entitled to “to keep the
hay orchards located on their estate and inherited land, on the boundary between
Malesti and Obargia.”* A boundary-setting decision in the village of Dragomiresti,
issued by Prince Vasile Lupu on 15 September 1646, features a witness list
that includes Pitrascan of Hlapesti, Vasile and Tonagcu, all of them the sons of
Andriian the pitar (bread supplier to the court). From the existing information
one cannot be certain that Andriian the pitar is the same person as the Andriian
mentioned in the 1638 document.* If this is the case, we are able to add some
links to the family tree of the Urdiugag-Dumbrava family.

2. OFFICES HELD BY THE DESCENDENTS OF THE URDIUGAS-DUMBRAVA FamiLy. The
documents presented show that the descendents of the Urdiugas-Dumbrava fam-
ily did not hold offices in the 15" century. This would change in the 16™-17" cen-
turies, when there appear descendents holding generally minor offices, such as
Drighici the vatav, Ionasco the vitav de visternices (related by marriage to the rel-
evant family), Reapede the aprod, or Andriian the pizar, mentioned above. In the
second half of the 17 century, the descendents of the family included Pitrasco
the pitar, mentioned on 23 July 1676.*

It is difficult to say if Dumbravi, a high magistrate of the Southern Country
of Moldavia under Prince John the Brave, was related to this family, because
the documents that refer to him give no such indication. In his Dictionary, Nicolae
Stoicescu showed that he came from “a modest family”® and related him to
Ivan Dumbrava’s descendents. Historian Ilie Minea® believes that this high
official was a Wallachian boyar, who was not related to the Urdiugas-Dumbravi
tamily. It is known that Dumbrava, marele-vornic al Tarii de Jos (high magis-
trate of the Southern Country), held this office between 13 December 1572
and 10 May 1574,% during John the Brave’s reign. When the latter was defeat-
ed and killed by the Turks, Dumbravi took refuge in Transylvania, but he was
brought back by marele-vornic (the high magistrate) Ivagco Golescu and sur-
rendered to the new Prince, Peter the Lame; he was found guilty of treason
and executed in 1575.*

3. LANDED EstATES. The documents I was able to study show that the descen-
dents of brothers Toader Urdiugas and Ivan Dumbravi owned parts of the villages
of Ghigoesti (in the valley of Paraul Negru), Malesti and Obdrsia (in the valley
of Paraul Alb), in the eastern part of Neamt district. They did not add other
villages to their estates because they did not enjoy a favorable financial situa-
tion and did not hold high offices in the administration of Moldavia. In time,
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this led to the impoverishment of the family, particularly starting from the sec-
ond half of the 16" century, when, by successive inheritance divisions and reas-
signments, each descendent received less, from one generation to another.

Thus, in the 17" century, most of these descendents were freeholders who
jointly held parts of the villages mentioned and were aware that they belonged
to the same family. The only exception is Ionasco the vitav de visternicei of the
village of Obirsia, who, between 1596 and 1609, as mentioned above, bought
many parts of the villages of Obarsia, Milesti, Ghigoesti, Negoesti, Corotchiesti
and Dragomiresti.

4. FOUNDING ActiviTies. The documents I studied did not mention any church-
es founded by these boyars; however, they must have built such churches, but
they were made of wood, a material which was abundant in that area, and
therefore did not survive. We know that in the interwar period® there still
existed a wooden church in the village of Ghigoesti, built in the 18™ century
by the freeholders living there. One may conclude that it replaced another wood-
en church, since the existence of the village was certified in the 15" century.

2. Laslau the Globnic’s Family

criminal matters owed by the persons who had been found guilty of

different crimes (murder, assault, theft, rape, adultery; serious injury, etc.).
Moreover, in civil matters, the globnic was in charge of enforcing the prince’s
orders and decisions, as well as private agreements between individuals.* Therefore,
this activity was an important source of income for the prince’s treasury, and
the fines could be paid in cash, but also in kind (usually in oxen). The globnic
could be employed by the prince, a monastery or a boyar.”

a- GLOBNIC WAS a civil servant whose main task was to collect fines in

1. THE FAmiLy. Several documents from the 15"-16" centuries provide informa-
tion on this boyar’s family. An internal document issued on 22 January 1495
shows that he had three children, although only one name, Stana, is known. She,
in her turn, had a daughter, Anusca. The other two children also had descendents.
Thus, one of them—probably a daughter—gave birth to Toader Iucag and
Petru Tucas. The latter had three children: Farco, who was a bailift, Dolca, and
Marugca. It is very likely that Petru Tucas is in fact that “Trigor” (a hypocorism
of Petru), mentioned in a document issued by Prince Alexindrel on 21 December
1452,% as Sandru of Tucag’s son (he owned the same villages in Tecuci district:
Oprigesti, Carna, Rachitis, referred to as Petru Iucag’s properties in 1495!). In
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this case, his mother, the daughter of Lasliu the globnic, was $andru of Tucas’s
wife.

Laslau the globnic’s third child, most likely also a girl, had three children: Oani
Mustea (Isaiu Mustea and Toader Mustea’s father, who are mentioned in a
document from 25 April 1481%), Marusca (Giurgiu Vulpe’s mother) and Ilca
(Andreico, Ion Baico and Toader’s mother).

Toader was identified by historian Alexandru I. Gonta as Toader the vistier
(treasurer), Stanciul Starostescul’s son and the ancestor of the Prijesti boyars.”
The fact that Toader the vistier (who was Andrusco, Fedor, Manzu, Ion and
Marica’s brother,” but also Ion Prijescu’s father®®) and Toader, Ilca’s son—referred
to as holding the office of camaras de visterie (treasury administrator) on 9 January
1519% and 8 January 1523%—are one and the same is proved by the evolution
of landed property in the village of Laslaoani,* since Toader appears in both
hypostases in the documents of the village.

Several documents from the mid-16" century highlight other descendents of
Laslau the globnic: Isaiu Mustea had four children: Toader, Parasca, Tomina
and Cirstea, mentioned as owning parts of Petresti and Dragoesti on 8 March
1533.9 At the same time, we discover more relatives: Toader Mustea, Isaiu’s
brother, had three children: Crastina Mustoaie, Ileana and Miria; Ion Baico,
the Mustea brothers’ cousin, had four children: Simion the vitay (administrator),
Lazir, Petre and Musa; one of Ion Baico’s brothers, Andreico, had three children:
Toader, Pantea and Anugca. All of them shared the two villages at the time.

Other descendents of the boyar are mentioned in two documents dating from
1555 (30 April® and 12 May®): Toader ITucas, the grandson of Laslau the glob-
nic, had two children: Moga, Odochia’s mother and Marica, married probably
to Hasan, with whom she had Tudora (Ion and Sile’s mother) and Cozma.

Laslau’s residence was probably in the village that bore his name, Laslioani,
on the Craciu River, but the village has not survived.

2. CAReer. The period when the boyar Lasliu performed the office of globnic is
not known. However, if one takes into account the number of generations (in
1495, none of his children was still alive, only his grandchildren and great-grand-
children), I believe that he lived and held office in the administrative system of
Moldavia at the end of the 14" century and in the first half of the 15" century.

3. LANDED Estates. The land patrimony of Laslau the globnic’s tamily was quite
vast, including nine villages, out of which two in Neamt district (Laslioani
and Serbesti, both on Cracdu River) and seven in the northern part of Tecuci dis-
trict,”” on the Dobrotvor and Zeletin rivers (Carna, Drigoesti, Mohorati, Oprisesti,
Petresti, Plicinteni and Rachitig). In 1495, his grandchildren and great-grand-
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children claimed their parts of the inheritance, claiming that they were descen-
dents of Lasliu the globnic and were entitled to the properties mentioned above.
All these villages had been owned by Lasldu the globnic; on 22 January 1495,
Stephen the Great ordered that they should be divided in three parts and each part
should be shared among the descendents of the three children of the boyar.
Thus, Anusca, the only child of Stana, Laslau’s daughter, received a full part of
each of the nine villages, while the descendents of Laslau’s other children, who
were much more numerous, had to share the areas they were entitled to.

Until the mid-16" century, Lasliu the globnic’s descendants are mentioned in
several documents™ as participating in the division of some of the villages men-
tioned above, but also as sellers and only once as buyers,”” which leads us to believe

that the financial power of this family had diminished.

4. FOUNDING AcTiviTIES. From a document dated 11 July 1428,” which is in
fact a fake from the second half of the 16™ century and which was drawn up
by a monk from Bistrita Monastery, we learn that, at that time, there was a church
in the village of Laslaoani and the monks were trying to include it, along with
other churches, in the estate of their monastery. It is not known how old that
church was or what it was made of or who had founded it, but it may have

been founded by Lasliu the globnic.

3. Seachil the Parcalab’s Family

1. THE Famiry. The origin of the Seachil family is Szekler, as it is also shown by
its name.” Most likely, the father of Seachil the parcalab (a parcilab is the chief
magistrate of a district), whose name is unknown, married a descendent of the
boyars Oancea and Ilea, brothers who owned the village of Gocimani on the
Orbic River in the first half of the 15" century. This assumption is justified by
the information provided by a document dated 13 December 1585,” which shows
that Seachil the parcilab’s sons, Ionasco and Simion, were Oancea and Ilea’s
descendants, the latter being their “great-grandfathers.” These two brothers,
Oancea and Ilea, are also the ancestors of the Popotea family, as the Seachil
and Popotea family members were “cousins” at that time.”

Consequently, Seachil the parcdlab had at least two sons: Simion Seachil,
camarag de ocne (salt mine administrator), and Ionagco, also a camadras de ocne.”
His wife’s name was Midgdilina, according to a document issued by Prince
Peter the Lame on 25 February 15777 and to another document, issued by
Jeremiah Movild, dated 10 April 1598.7
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Simion Seachil had, it seems, one son, Ion,* who, in his turn, was the father
of three children: Dumitragco Seachil (pitar* and then #ser™), Tofan Seachil (camii-
nar®®) and Todosia.* The documents that refer to them or to their descendents,
but also to Simion Seachil, lead us to believe that he was their grandfather,*
and not their uncle, as it would have happened if they had been Ionagco Seachil’s
grandchildren; therefore it can be inferred that Ion, mentioned on 18 March
1606,% was Simion Seachil’s son. His wife’s name was Stanca,” probably one
and the same with the woman mentioned on 4 May 1555% as a co-owner of
the Arimesti village, together with her relatives, Tabuci Mititelul, Fracea and Ana.

Dumitragco Seachil the pizar married Nastasia, an uncle’s adopted daughter,*
and from this marriage resulted a child, Neculai Seachil, who was a stolnic (high
steward) under Vasile Lupu’s rule.” Neculai Seachil would marry Paraschiva,”
the daughter of Toader Boul the vistier (treasurer) (Safta’s sister, who was the
wife of the future Prince Gheorghe Stefan) and thus entered a family whose mem-
bers held high offices in Moldavia in the 17* century and which, in its turn,
was related to other important boyar families, such as Prijescu, Cantacuzino or
Ciolpan.

Tofan Seachil was married to Dingana,” Dinga’s daughter, who was a hat-
man and portar al Sucevei (hetman and official in charge with the defense of
the capital, Suceava) between 1571 and 1572.” They had six daughters togeth-
er: Maria, Tudora, Anita, Nazaria, Porhira®™ and Alexandra.” Since they did
not have any boys, the Seachil bloodline was carried on by his nephew, Neculai
Seachil, who did not have any children either and who was thus the last male
descendent of this family.

2. CAREER. Seachil was initially a medelnicer (an attendant to the ruling prince)
and was referred to as holding this office under Alexandru Lapusneanu, on 8
April 1560, and Voivode John Despot, on 29 July 1562.” Under the latter’s
rule, he was promoted, as the internal documents mentioned him as pdrcilab
de Neamy (chief magistrate for Neamg district) and a member of the Council
(16 March-17 June 1563),” next to Iagco™ (March) and Ion Danciul'” (May—June).
After that, he is no longer mentioned as a high official and he may have been one
of the boyars killed'” by Alexandru Lipusneanu during his second reign, espe-
cially since he had held a high office under Despot, who had dethroned Lapugneanu
during his first reign. It is known for sure that on 25 February 1577'” Seachil
was no longer alive, but it can be inferred from a document dated 15 July
1569, issued by Bogdan Lipugneanu, that he was not alive at that time either,
because it was his wife, Magdalina, and not himself, who bought inherited

plots in Barjoveni.'”
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During Alexandru Lapusneanu’s first reign, while he was a medelnicer, on 8
April 1560, Seachil was charged by the prince with setting boundaries in the
villages of Brebii and Hociungii, in Neamt district; these villages, owned by Oani
Porcu’s descendents, were located close to his landed estates.

3. LANDED EsTATES. Seachil the parcalab held land in Neamt district, in the val-
ley of the Orbic River. He owned half of the village of Barjoveni, bought on
29 July 1562'* from Vlaico and his family (Gligorie, Mihiild, Ion, Grozav, Gaftona,
Draghici, Nastea and Stanca), who were all related to his wife, Magdalina
(Migdalina). The latter also owned a part of Barjoveni, a quarter of the other
half,'* which she had bought from her “cousins,” the brothers Herja, Sava and
Berindei; the transaction was closed under Bogdan Lapusneanu and it was
confirmed by Prince John the Brave.'”

Seachil the pdrcdlab owned land in another village located in the Orbic
Valley, named Gocimani, “both parts,”'* but he lost the property (including
the village of Barjoveni) during the pillage carried out by Despot’s army when
he took the throne.

Seachil’s descendents increased the family’s lands. Thus, Tofan Seachil, in
the third and fourth decades of the 17" century, owned in Neamt district parts
of the villages of Ardmesti,'” Bahna, Runcu, Tutcani, Urzici,"’ Gocimani, Selistea-
Romani'" and Durnesti,'”” in Baciu district—parts of the villages of Farloesti,
Dingani,"* Ungheni, Poiana cu Picurile, Poiana Prelucilor, Poiana Siciturilor and
Frumoasa'**—all of them in the Tazlau Valley, which he inherited from his father-
in-law, Dinga the hatman, as his wife’s dowry. In Harlau district, he owned
parts of the villages of Cobiceni and Hlipiceni, which he sold, together with
his nephew, Neculai Seachil, to Lupu Prijescu, mare-medelnicer'™ (the land owned
in Hlipiceni, taken over by his grandson, Constantin Buhug, Todosia’s son, would
be sold on 11 September 1642 to the same Lupul Prijescul).

In his turn, Neculai Seachil, besides parts of the villages of Barjoveni,'' Selistea-
Rusi'” (Neamt district), Cobdceni'® and Hlipiceni"” (Harlau district), which
he inherited from his parents, also owned parts of the villages of Nisiporeni'”’
and Stejareni' in Suceava district, which came from the dowry brought by his
wife, Paraschiva Boul. Consequently, the Seachil family’s fortune increased in the
first half of the 17* century in comparison with the parts of the two villages from
Neamt owned by their ancestor, Seachil the parcalab.

4. FOUNDING ActiviTies. There is no mention of any church founded by Seachil
the pdarcalab or his descendents. One of his sons may have contributed to the
endowment of the Holy Trinity Monastery, located at the mouth of Orbic
River, where it flows into the Bistrita (nowadays Ciolpani Monastery, Baciu coun-
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ty), founded by Ciolpan the sulitas (spearman), who became a monk under the
name of Hariton."”” When the armies led by Michael the Brave invaded Moldavia
in the spring of the year 1600, Simion Seachil hid his fortune inside the monastery,
but was it plundered by a former servant, Dumitru Popotea, to whom he was
related and who had become an outlaw, as shown in a document dating from
1607-1611: “When Prince Michael came with his armies, Dumitru Popotea,
together with other outlaws, led them to the holy monastery harboring the
holy and reviving triptych, as he knew that the people had taken refuge inside
and hid the fortune of the faithful Seachil the camadras, because he had been
the boyar’s servant; everything was taken away, to the value of up to 1,000
ducats.”*

Conclusions

sions, the most important of which is that their members are mentioned

in documents at least until the 17* century, which proves the continu-
ity of the families over more than 200 years. Generally, these boyars held small
offices in the state administration (except for Seachil, who was a medelnicer,
then a pdrcilab, under Prince Despot’s rule) or, most often, did not hold any
office. As to their land patrimony; it ranged from two villages (Seachil the par-
calab’s case) to nine villages (for Laslau the globnic and his descendents, who
owned land in two districts: Baciu and Neamt). While the fortune of the Urdiugas
and Laslidu families was divided and significantly reduced beginning with the 16"
century because it was shared among numerous descendents who did not hold
important oftices, the Seachil family’s fortune increased in the first half of the 17
century by purchases, inheritances and marriage into socially well-placed fami-
lies (such as Boul or Dinga). Moreover, the members of the Seachil family held
offices that, albeit not first-rank (except for Seachil the pdrcilab), brought them
in contact with powerful people and created the conditions necessary for increas-
ing their wealth.

It is important to note that most of the descendants of the boyars who found-
ed the three families did not keep their ancestors’ foreign-origin names or sur-
names and adopted Romanian names. This shows that they were fully inte-
grated among the local boyars and were assimilated once they settled permanently
to the east of the Carpathians.

T HIS STUDY, focusing on three boyar families, leads to several conclu-

Q
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Abstract
Boyar Families of Transylvanian Origin, Village Owners in Neamt District
(15%-17"% Centuries)

Besides the local boyar families, several villages in Neamg district were owned in the 15"-17®
centuries by boyars whose names suggest a probable Transylvanian origin: Laslau, Levet Miclous,
Latco, Ioanis, Urdiugas, Birdu, Petru Ungureanul, etc. Their presence among the local landown-
ers is due to the fact that their ancestors relocated east of the Carpathians in the second half of
the 14" century, at the same time as the founders of Moldavia, and also later on. This study aims
at highlighting, within a chronological approach, some aspects related to the families (ancestors
and descendents), offices, landed estates and potential founding activities of three boyars from
Neamt with Hungarian-sounding names: Urdiugas, Laslau and Seachil.

Keywords

bloodline, boyar families, high officials, Moldavia, Transylvania
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