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in the 19" Century

THE YEAR 1848 meant a decisive
stage for the affirmation of the Roma-
nian cultural nationalism' in Habsburg
Bukovina, as a means to protect and
promote the Romanian language, in
a context where the central political
and administrative power was using a
totally different language and culture
than the indigenous majority. The po-
litical context favorable for satisfying
the peoples’ requests in the empire
emerged in Vienna as a result of the
overthrow of the absolutist regime af-
ter the March 1848 Revolution, and
of the promulgation, one month later,
of a temporary liberal Constitution.?
These factors strongly influenced pub-
lic opinion and the Romanian national
movement in Bukovina. The events in
the capital of the empire also generat-
ed, besides a social movement, aiming
to free the peasants from their duties,
a strong political movement, whose
main objective was to separate Buko-
vina from the great province of Gali-
cia, to which it had been annexed in
1786, and to transform it an autono-
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mous province of the Austrian part of the monarchy. The Romanian political
elite, mostly landowners of noble origin, Orthodox Church representatives and
intellectuals from the country, aware of the huge differences in religion, tradi-
tion, nationality and language between the two provinces, considered that pro-
vincial autonomy and an own diet would be the way to obtain new rights, while
the national interests of the Romanian population would be better protected.
The true leader of the Romanian political elite was Eudoxiu Hurmuzaki. He
and his father, the old boyar Doxachi, owner of the Cernauca estate, had always
offered a welcoming refuge to the Moldavian and Transylvanian revolutionaries,
while his brothers, Alexandru and Gheorghe Hurmuzaki, were the founders of
the first provincial Romanian publication for politics, religion and literature,
suggestively entitled Bucovina. This publication represented, between 1848 and
1850, not only a tribune of the political struggle, but also an important means
tor spreading Romanian culture, becoming, due to the literature published by
writers from Transylvania, Moldavia or Wallachia, a true symbol of the Roma-
nian spiritual unity.?

The freedom of speech, gained after the March Revolution, gave the autono-
mists in Bukovina the necessary impulse to fight for the national desideratum.
The chosen methods were moderate, involving petitions. As a result, after many
debates and public meetings, the Romanian political elite managed to formu-
late its main political requests, included in a vast petition to be presented to the
emperor of Austria, entitled “The Petition of the Land of Bukovina,” written
around late May or early June 1848.* The fact that this petition was signed by
numerous churchmen, led by the Orthodox Bishop Eugenie Hacman, by numerous
landowners (Doxachi von Hurmuzaki, Ioan von Mustata, Nicolae von Petrino),
as well as by more than 230 people from Bukovina from almost all social layers
and ethnicities that existed in the province, sought to highlight, for the central
imperial authorities, the existence of general support for the expressed requests.

The signatories of the petition, after expressing the gratitude of the popu-
lation in Bukovina for the 15 March 1848 imperial patent, which promised
to grant civil and political rights to all the people in the monarchy, including
the Romanians, requested to be allowed to break free from Galicia and enjoy
economic, social, cultural and provincial autonomy, as detailed in the 12 points
of the petition. Emancipation through culture was insistently asked for in the
second point, where the necessity of founding Romanian primary schools and
especially a Romanian language and literature department was considered to be
an essential condition for the preservation and development of the Romanian
nation. At the same time, they requested that Romanian language should be
used in administration and justice, and that those working in the provincial in-
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stitutions should know Romanian language and should be selected from among
the locals, thus avoiding flooding the province with foreign clerks. This was
considered the only way for the people of this small province, considered to be
representative for the Romanian nationality, to be able to freely progress, togeth-
er with the other millions of inhabitants of the monarchy, offering an example
to the other Romanians outside the empire and especially to the Romanians in
neighboring Moldavia.®

The insistence of the Romanian elite on the cultural development of the Ro-
manian nation, through school and education, had an impact on the Habsburg
authorities. Thus, in August 1848, the Vienna Ministry for Internal Affairs, ad-
mitting the necessity of a Romanian language and literature department, as an
important request of the population in the province, recommended to the Min-
istry of Education to take the necessary steps for founding it within the Institute
tor Philosophical Studies in the German Gymnasium in Chernowitz, mostly also
because there were sufficient financial resources from the incomes of the Buko-
vina Church Fund.® Succeeding in the examination organized in January 1849
by the Ministry of Education, Aron Pumnul, a Transylvanian revolutionary and
a refugee in Chernowitz at the time, got the job, thanks to his great knowledge
of Romanian language and literature and to the support offered by the Hur-
muzaki family.” The creation of this department in Chernowitz, unique in the
province, was a great success of the cultural nationalism promoted by the elite in
Bukovina and offered to the Romanian youth the opportunity to cultivate their
national language, thus strengthening the Romanian identity.® Additionally, the
Normal School for Primary School teachers, with the Romanian language as
a subject matter, was founded in Chernowitz. Its purpose was to instruct the
tuture teachers for mainstream schools; their number was expected to increase
after Bukovina obtained its provincial autonomy, by the Constitution of 4 March
1849. As a result of the perseverance of the Romanian elite concerning the imple-
mentation of the autonomy, the Ministry decree of February 1850 transfered
the guidance and the control of the whole educational system from the Catholic
Consistory in Lemberg to the Orthodox Consistory in Chernowitz; teaching in
Romanian had been previously extended to the Theology Institute and to the
Orthodox Seminary in the capital of the province.” This was the basis of the
national education system, which would develop during the second half of the
19% century. Just like in other multiethnic provinces from the Austrian part of
the Habsburg Monarchy,'? following the concerted efforts of the Romanian elite
in the direction of promoting the language in school—frequently ending with
heated debates in the Provincial Legislative Chamber!'—the school network ex-
tended gradually also in Bukovina, from primary schools in the rural environ-
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ment, up to parallel Romanian classes within the state gymnasiums in the towns
and boroughs in the province.

During the neo-absolutist period, the restriction of the citizens’ association
rights, as a result of the Patent of 26 November 1852, reintroducing the con-
cession system for the founding of societies, as well as other legislative restric-
tions,'? put barriers to the creation of cultural societies in Bukovina. The re-
covery of provincial autonomy in 1861 and the liberal political climate created
in the Habsburg Monarchy after the collapse of neo-absolutism stimulated the
associative idea with the Romanian population of Bukovina, perceived as an
organic necessity of the Romanian society of the time.

FIRST MANIFESTATION in this direction was the founding, on 1 May 1862,

of the Reuniunea Romana de Leptura (Romanian Reading Society) of

Chernowitz, aiming to support the cultural development of the Roma-
nian people. The initiative belonged to a group of young intellectuals led by I.
G. Sbiera,'® helped by Aron Pumnul and especially by the brothers Alexandru
and Gheorghe Hurmuzaki.' The cultural society in Bukovina was the product
of the rising cultural nationalism present among ever larger social categories
of the Romanian society, in a province defined by tolerance and ethno-cultural
diversity.'® Concurrently, the society appeared in a larger cultural context—the
founding, in Sibiu, in the autumn of 1861, of the Transylvanian Association for
Romanian Literature and the Culture of the Romanian People (asTra)'*—and
had a huge impact on the Romanians in the Habsburg Monarchy. We notice that
one of the founding members of the AsTRA was the great Bukovina landowner,
the “baron” Iordache von Vasilco, and among the “ordinary” members we also
tind Nicolae Criste and the Popovici brothers.!” The members of the Bukovina
Society belonged, as in the ASTRA’s case,' to several categories: founding, or-
dinary, correspondent and honorary. The creation of this cultural society had
a significant impact on the Romanians, inside and outside the province, and
among the 221 members registered in the first activity year there are Romanian
personalities like Mihail Kogilniceanu, Vasile Alecsandri, Dimitrie Bolintinea-
nu etc. or from Transylvania (Andrei Saguna, George Barit, Timotei Cipariu"
and so on). Transformed later, in 1865, after the approval of the statute by the
Habsburg authorities, into the Societaten pentru Cultura si Literatura Romind in
Bucovina (The Society for Romanian Culture and Literature in Bukovina), it was
not only the longest-living Romanian cultural society (until the end of the Aus-
tria-Hungary and even after that), but also the one that had the greatest impact
on the cultural development of the Romanians in Bukovina.?® The main goal of
the society was to promote, using different means and methods, the supreme
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values of a people: language and culture, as elements strengthening the national
consciousness.

If officially the education law of 14 May 1869 was guaranteeing equal treat-
ment for all nationalities in school, putting this principle into practice was much
more difficult. Thus, the request of the Romanians to create Romanian parallel
classes in the Suceava Gymnasium, founded in 1860 as secondary school with
German language teaching, came against many barriers raised by the authori-
ties and was satisfied only after 1881.%' This reality, as well as the certainty that
school was one of the most important factors in the emancipation of the Ro-
manian people, determined, in 1883, a group of teachers from the Gymnasium
in Suceava, led by Stefan Stefureac and the judge T. V. Stefanelli, to create the
Cultural Society for a Romanian School. It ended up having 14 branches, which
operated in the province’s towns and villages. The declared goal of the Society
was to “work for the advancement of the education of the Romanian population
in Bukovina,” thus contributing to spread culture among the people.?> Having
a large income due to the administration of funds, to the donations and to the
taxes paid by the members, the Romanian School Society supported, in the first
place, the children in the Romanian parallel classes in the Suceava Gymnasium,
by printing textbooks and extracurricular literature, and offered various forms of
assistance or accommodation in its campus for the promising but poor students.
At the same time, the society financially supported many students who attended
the Normal School in Chernowitz, thus helping in the training of several gen-
erations of Romanian primary school teachers. In order to encourage the activ-
ity of the schools in the villages, it offered them the necessary textbooks and
rewarded the teachers who had well trained children in the secondary schools.
By oftering scholarships and other forms of support, it helped the best students
who had modest financial means, mostly those coming from the rural areas, to
later attend the University of Chernowitz,* thus contributing to the birth of a
new generation of Romanian intellectuals who would use their entire energy for
the national interest.

The development of the education system in Romanian and its progress to
a superior level after the founding of the University of Chernowitz in 1875
led to the creation of new forms of cultural “associationism” for the youths of
Bukovina, in the form of student academic societies. The first society was the
Arboroasa Academic Society, founded on national criteria in December 1875 by
the Romanian students from the University of Chernowitz, at the initiative of
the young Romanian magistrate T. V. Stefanelli, a former member of the Young
Romania Society in Vienna. Among other things, it aimed to contribute to the
“mutual improvement of the members at a cultural, literary and national level.”**
Although it had quite a short life, only until 1877, when it was abolished by the
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Habsburg authorities because the members of the society had been involved in a
famous political scandal, with national connotations, the Arboroasa Society had
an intense literary and musical activity, within certain soirées appreciated by the
Romanian public in Chernowitz, as described in the papers of the time.?

Almost one year after the Arboroasa Society ceased to function, in the winter
of 1878, a group of Romanian students, including some members of the former
society, decided to establish the Junimea (Youth) Academic Society, adopting
the statute, the anthem, the motto and the funds of the former student society.?®
During its almost five decades of activity, the Junimea insistently and firmly con-
tinued to promote the national spirit among the Romanians in Bukovina, with
a deep impact on its members and on the Romanian public opinion. Financed
as an academic society with a clear national-cultural program, it had as a main
goal the promotion of the Romanian culture and language. This resulted in a
constant activity of the members, who wanted to develop nationality through
language and literature.?” In this respect, there were conferences on topics such
as the national history and literature, and literary, drama and musical shows
promoting original creations of the members or of some famous Romanian au-
thors. By introducing an exam meant to check the national history and literature
knowledge of the candidates for membership in the society; they wanted to fill
the gaps in the Romanian students’ knowledge, at the same time strengthen-
ing their national consciousness. The Junimea Society members, fighting the
tendency to consider culture as a privilege reserved to the top people of a nation
and considering that it was their duty to raise the cultural level of the masses,
carried out a very effective activity for the cultural development of the people,
organizing conferences or commemorative festivities and thus contributing to
the national-cultural emancipation.?® Following the same idea and starting with
the last decade of the 19* century, the students of Junimea Society dedicated
more and more programs to the rural areas, taking an active part in the found-
ing of book clubs or presenting lectures at community centers in different rural
localities.?’

In the same national-cultural context, two other academic societies founded
in the 9" decade of the 19" century, Intrunirea Academici Roménid Bucovina
(The Bukovina Romanian Academic Assembly) (1880) and Societatea Academia
Ortodoxa (The Orthodox Academy Society), aimed to cultivate the love for the
country and promote the national language and culture, both among its mem-
bers and among the people, through a series of specific activities. Even if the Bu-
kovina Society was organized according to the model of the German students’
associations, their members having the right to practice fencing, it was a real
defender of the national symbol, the tricolor flag, and of national dignity, chal-
lenging anyone who would offend the Romanians. A remarkable realization of
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the Bukovina Romanian Academic Assembly was the publication of the Literary
Calendar, featuring the works of several Romanian authors from the province.*
In its turn, the Orthodox Academy Society, where most of the members were
Theology students, substantially contributed to the cultural development of the
rural Romanian world, through a series of conferences on literature, morality or
religion, as well as by publishing The Calendar of the People of Bukovina, which
was distributed for free in the villages.3!

Thus we can say that an important role in the institutionalization of Roma-
nian culture in Bukovina in the second half of the 19" century was played by
students’ societies, as well as by the cultural associations. Through their whole
activity, the academic societies and the Romanian cultural associations had a
substantial contribution to the preservation and cultivation of the national lan-
guage and culture in this province. At that time, culture became one of the most
important means for promoting the national ideology among wider social cat-
egories belonging to the Romanian society in Bukovina.

The cultural nationalism expressed by the Romanians in Bukovina, in the
1848 documents or in the later ones, or in the programs and activities of various
cultural or academic associations, was always presented in the form of principles
and attitudes, without being aggressive to the other nationalities in the province
and seeking instead peaceful companionship. Present for the first time in the
“Country’s Petition” of June 1848, the appeal to language, as a fundamental fac-
tor in affirming the national identity, but also in the cultural development of the
Romanian nation, through school and education, remains essential for all the
national emancipation efforts of the second half of the 19" century.

Q
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Abstract
Cultural Nationalism and Associationism in Bukovina in the 19" Century

The moment of 1848 constituted a decisive phase in the affirmation of Romanian cultural nation-
alism in Habsburg Bukovina. The liberal political climate created in the Habsburg Monarchy after
the fall of neo-absolutism and after the recovery of the provincial autonomy in 1861 stimulated
among the Romanians the adoption of the associationist idea, felt as an organic necessity of the
Romanian society of the time. This materialized in the founding of the Romanian Reading Society
of Chernowitz in 1862, transformed one year later into the Society for Romanian Culture and
Literature in Bukovina, which will last until the end of Austria-Hungary and even beyond. The
primary aim of the society was to promote, through various methods and means, the supreme
property of a people: language and culture, as forms through which its national conscience is forti-
fied. The Bukovina educational system’s development and elevation to a fundamentally superior
level through the establishment of Chernowitz University in 1875 led to the appearance of new
forms of cultural associationism among the Bukovina Romanians, in the form of certain student
academic societies.
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