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FLORIN NicoLAE Ardelean is one of
the young Transylvanian historians whose
main field of study is the region of Transyl-
vania, more precisely the military history
of Transylvania. The book presented here
is Florin Nicolae Ardelean’s first work as a
sole author, and it is a revised and enlarged
version of his doctoral dissertation, which
he defended in 2010, at Babes-Bolyai Uni-
versity, under the coordination of Acade-
mician Professor Ioan-Aurel Pop—such
details and more can be found in the intro-
ductory chapter (p. 11-15).

From a structural viewpoint, this aver-
age-size book is organized into eight chap-
ters, unequal in length, with more than
400 pages in total.

In the first chapter, the author makes
a chronological survey of the sources and

of the historiography on the matter, high-
lighting the new and the already known
sources underpinning his work (pp.
17-23).

The second chapter, “War, Society and
Military Organization in 16*-17* Centu-
ry Europe” (pp. 25-50), contains general
information on the European society and
its military organization during the 16%
and 17" centuries, this being the tempo-
ral limits within which he did his research.
The essential phrase in this chapter, char-
acterizing mainly the aforementioned cen-
turies, is “military revolution.” It triggered
a chain reaction within the medieval and
pre-modern society, and it favored at the
same time the development and refinement
of military techniques. In several subchap-
ters, the author describes a few important
components of the military organization
of Europe at the time, still within a general
approach (infantry, cavalry, fortifications,
artillery and siege techniques, and, last but
not least, logistics).

The third chapter, “The Noble Army in
Transylvania” (pp. 51-82), also presents
general aspects, but the author reduces
the geographical area analyzed from the
European level to the local one. Thus, he
describes in detail the noble army, em-
phasizing mainly the role of the military
in the Kingdom of Hungary and in the
Principality of Transylvania. The chapter
provides minute details, such as close ap-
proximations of the number of cavalrymen
in a unit, or data on the cost of a cavalry-
man’s upkeep, making it possible to also
calculate the total cost of a noble army at
the time. Also, we find information on the
monthly wages of a Transylvanian caval-
ryman: 5 golden florins. There is even a
table with the number of cavalrymen and
infantrymen which each county had to
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provide; these are details that validate the
preparatory work done for this book.

The fourth chapter, “Military Conscrip-
tions and the Porte’s Army” (pp. 83-114),
describes the medieval origins of military
conscriptions; the military conscription
was a contingent of soldiers-peasants from
the noblemen’s domains, and their recruit-
ment was a necessity resulted from the
Ottoman threat, which had become ever
more present in the Balkans at the end
of 14™ century. In the second part of the
chapter, the military conscriptions and the
Porte’s army in the Principality of Transyl-
vania are described in detail; this is the pe-
riod following the Ottoman conquest and
the transformation of Transylvania into an
autonomous state, under the sovereignty
of the High Porte.

In the fifth chapter, “Fortresses and
Fiscal Domains in the Principality of Tran-
sylvania” (pp. 115-127), we find an ad-
ministrative description of the region of
Transylvania and of the entire eastern re-
gion of the former medieval Kingdom of
Hungary.

While the fifth chapter only provides
a general survey of the fortresses, in the
sixth chapter, “Evolution of the Defensive
System in the Principality of Transylvania”
(pp. 129-169), the Transylvanian fortress-
es are described in detail, as is the entire
regional defense system. The author pro-
vides not just an outline, but rather a con-
crete description of the western frontier
of the Principality of Transylvania, based
on documents from archives and not only,
showing that this border had changed,
experiencing a sort of reorganization, es-
pecially after 1660, when the fortress of
Oradea was conquered. Florin Nicolae
Ardelean tells us that the role that the cap-
tain of Oradea had held until 1660 was

taken over after this period by the captain
of Cluj. Therefore, the Habsburg army
was increasingly incisive.

The seventh chapter, “Permanent and
Semi-Permanent Military Categories” (pp.
171-239), contains relevant information
regarding the permanent or semi-perma-
nent garrisons of the fortresses, presenting
the numbers of the military complement
of each fortification (for instance, in 1552,
the fortress of Timisoara was defended by
2,300-2,500 fighters, 400 of whom were
Spanish and German mercenaries; or the
fortress of Oradea, which in 1598 was
defended by 2,000 men, and two years
later, in 1600, its garrison dropped to 900
men). These details, and many others on
the foreign mercenaries in the Transylva-
nian armies or the complements of various
military units, information about outlaws,
the princely guard, the boyars of the Land
of Figaras, about the infantry; the riflemen,
the free soldiers, the knezes, the voivodes,
the judges—all this information can be
found within this sizable chapter. Apart
from this, we also find here a description
of the economic aspects pertaining to each
of the abovementioned categories—mean-
ing, their wages; all this proves that serious
research has gone into piecing together the
military history of Transylvania under the
Ottoman rule.

Chapter eight, “Military Campaigns”
(pp. 241-365), is the most sizable one,
both regarding the historical data it con-
tains and the descriptive length. It de-
scribes the reigns and the military cam-
paigns of various Transylvanian princes,
among whom Stephen Bdthory, Sigis-
mund Bdthory, Michael the Brave, Gabriel
Badthory, or George Rdkdczi I, all of whom
fought to maintain the autonomy of the
region. Other Transylvanian princes, how-
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ever, like George Rakoczi 11, through dif-
ferent military actions intended, for in-
stance, to occupy the Polish throne, put
this autonomy in danger, according to
the author. In the second part of the 17
century, internal conflicts and Ottoman
military interventions led to a weakening
of the princely power, which later resulted
in a transfer of authority, as Transylvania
came under Habsburg rule.

The volume written by Florin Nicolae
Ardelean approaches the military aspects
of Transylvanian history, describing the
organization of the principality during
the historical period when it was autono-
mous, under Ottoman sovereignty. Thus,
the book is quite complex, a real historical
military monograph, which opens new re-
search perspectives.
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Destinul Tezaurului Romaniei.
Argumente din arhivele ruse

(Le Destin du Trésor de la Roumanie.
Les arguments des archives russes)
Bucarest, Oscar Print, 2021

LE TrESOR de la Roumanie perdu en
1918 est un sujet de grand intérét pour
les historiens, les autorités publiques de
PEtat roumain, mais aussi pour le grand
public. C’est pour cela que toute appari-
tion éditoriale a ce sujet devient vite dif-
fusée dans des cercles toujours plus larges
de lecteurs. L’auteur du présent livre, mili-
taire et diplomé, est en méme temps un
historien connu et I'auteur unique ou en
collaboration de nombreux ouvrages d’his-
toire militaire, surtout de I’histoire du XX¢

siecle etc. Apres presqu’une décennie de
mission diplomatique a Moscou en tant
que conseiller, période pendant laquelle il a
aussi pass¢ du temps dans les archives de la
capitale de la Fédération russe, Ilie Schipor
a synthétisé ses propres recherches, fon-
dées sur une documentation laborieuse
dans plusieurs archives d’Etat de la capitale
russe et sur la consultation de la biblio-
graphie de spécialité. Le résultat en est
un volume consistent qui réunit tant des
interprétations personnelles qu’un nombre
de 162 documents d’une certaine valeur
scientifique et non seulement. Parmi ceux-
ci, plus de 120 documents inédits, prove-
nant tous des archives de Moscou qu’il a
eu 'occasion de consulter.

Les documents et les interprétations
d’Tlie  Schipor désignent clairement les
problemes importants et novateurs du
livre en question. Ainsi, il documente sans
doute linitiation par la partie russe de
Popération d’évacuation a Moscou du tré-
sor de la Banque Nationale de Roumanie,
opération qui s’est déroulée le long d’une
année a peu pres, entre octobre 1916 et
aott 1917, finalement menant aux deux
transports de biens et de valeurs de la Rou-
manie vers la Russie. Cette pression diplo-
matique et P'affirmation de I'intérét russe
pour Por roumain explique d’une certaine
maniere la non-implication adéquate des
armées tsaristes sur le territoire roumain
dans la défense de Bucarest en novembre
1916. Dans cette opération de convaincre
les responsables de Bucarest ont été impli-
qués le tsar Nicolas II, les chefs des gou-
vernements de Petrograd de cette période,
les ministres des Finances et de la Défense
et dautres officiels russes. La partie russe
a connu la valeur du trésor de la Banque
Nationale de Roumanie et a compris tres
bien le fait que la réserve d’or de la Rou-



