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Illustrissimo e Chiarissimo Profes-
sore Francesco Guida, 
Distinguished audience, 

We are here today to pay homage to 
an illustrious historian and a great am-
bassador of Southeast European his-
tory to the world at large. Historian 
Francesco Guida, professor at Roma 
Tre University, chairman of the Ital-
ian Association of Southeast European 
Studies and of the Romanian-Italian 
Center for Historical Studies, director 
of the Interdepartmental Center for 
Research on Central-Eastern Europe, 
Russia and Eurasia, is here, at Babeº-
Bolyai University, to receive our grati-
tude and, through us, the appreciation 
of all those whose past he has been 
studying rigorously and most gener-
ously for almost half a century. 

Professor Francesco Guida is well 
acquainted with our university. Even 
though he first visited it only after the 
fall of the communist regime, he had 
numerous encounters with the Cluj 
School of History for many years be-

The Focus section is devoted to Professor 
Francesco Guida, to whom Babeº-Bolyai 
University granted on 31 October 2019 the 
title of doctor honoris causa.
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fore that, encounters mediated by the scholarly works of its great professors in 
the late twentieth century. Inspired by their studies, he came to Cluj to meet 
them, in the early 1990s, and engaged in long, steadfast collaborations with our 
university. All this has strengthened the Romanian focus of his research and im-
pelled him to promote the history of Southeast Europe in the world. 

Francesco Guida was born on 30 November 1950, in Vibo Valentia, a small 
town with ancient Greek roots, located in southern Italy, on the coast of the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. He is the youngest of the three children of Salvatore Guida, 
a professor of science, and Infinita Mustari, a professor of classical languages. 
He started primary school in Catanzaro (Calabria), and in 1958 he moved with 
his family to Rome. These were the years of the so-called “economic boom” in 
postwar Italy, when many Italians chose to relocate from the south to the center 
and north of the country, in search of a better life. Having settled in Rome, he 
continued his studies in elementary and secondary schools and later enrolled 
at the Faculty of Letters of La Sapienza University, one of the oldest and most 
prestigious universities in the world. 

As a student of the Faculty of Letters, Francesco Guida chose to pursue a 
historical-cultural path, which he associated with the study of several classi-
cal and modern languages, including Romanian. The meeting with Professor  
Angelo Tamborra, the great historian of Eastern Europe, decisively influenced 
this choice.1 This happened in 1970, just as Professor Tamborra had managed to 
transform his course on the History of Eastern Europe into a chair at La Sapi-
enza University of Rome. This was a catalyst both for the institutionalization of 
the History of Eastern Europe as an academic discipline, and for the orientation 
and formation of Francesco Guida, a young student at that time. Encouraged 
by his professor, in 1971 he won a research scholarship to Romania, offered by 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This enabled his first contact with the 
modern and contemporary history of the Romanians. His research findings ma-
terialized in a highly appreciated master’s thesis on “Tudor Vladimirescu and the 
Revolutionary Movement of 1821 in Recent Historiography,”2 written under 
the supervision of Professors Angelo Tamborra and Rosa Del Conte, the great 
philologist and Mihai Eminescu scholar. 

When he graduated from university in 1972, an academic career in Italy, 
as in many other parts of the world, was rather uncertain and often difficult to 
embark upon. However, urged by Professor Tamborra, Francesco Guida chose 
to pursue a career in research. He obtained a doctoral fellowship, which allowed 
him to continue and develop new research directions on the history of Eastern 
Europe. He did not deviate from this path even for a moment, even when he 
had to work as a high school teacher in the late 1970s, before he became a uni-
versity professor and embraced research as one of his professions of faith.3 
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His academic career began in 1980, when he held a position as a confirmed 
researcher at the Institute of Modern History of the Sapienza University of 
Rome. It was the first step any young man had to take on his way to a full 
university career. Twelve years later, following a national competition, he be-
came associate professor at the Faculty of Languages of Ca’ Foscari University 
in Venice, teaching the course on the History of Eastern Europe. The years he 
spent in Venice fostered a close and fruitful collaborations with the Romanian  
Institute of Culture and Humanistic Research there and, through it, with Ro-
manian academics. In 1997 he transferred to the Faculty of Political Sciences of 
Roma Tre University, whose ordinary (i.e. full tenure) professor he has been 
since 2001. In Rome, he capitalized on his rich teaching and research experi-
ence, bringing it to fruition during his 10 years in office as dean of the Faculty 
of Political Sciences (2008–2018) and as a member of the Academic Senate of 
Roma Tre University. It is emblematic that in all the three universities he served 
as a researcher, associate professor and full professor, he constantly assumed re-
sponsibility for the European Erasmus program, sealing numerous cooperation 
agreements with various universities around the world. 

Throughout this period of almost half a century, working in the directions 
launched by his mentor, Angelo Tamborra, whose intellectual and human quali-
ties he admired, Francesco Guida has defined his own vision on and method for 
researching the history of Central-Eastern Europe: a vision in which national 
identities must be understood within an international framework. Therefore, 
his studies and research are steered by two major goals: a permanent recourse 
to archival documentation, combined with excellent knowledge of the national 
historiography of each studied nation. Of course, such an approach could not be 
undertaken without a thorough mastery of the languages of the sources studied. 
This is why Professor Francesco Guida learned, from very early on, classical 
and modern languages, such as Latin, Greek, neo-Greek, Romanian, Bulgarian, 
Russian, Hungarian, French, English, Spanish and Portuguese, in an effort that 
continues to this day. He is also the beneficiary of numerous research internships 
in the archives and libraries of Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia, Hungary but 
also in France, England, Portugal, Spain and Italy. Their results are reflected 
in a rich scientific work illustrated by the books he has authored, the volumes 
he has edited and the studies he has published in journals and collections from 
Italy and abroad. This is a remarkable oeuvre that has been built up gradually, 
through lasting accumulations that he has consolidated, expanded and nuanced, 
in a perpetual quest for new data and interpretations. 

There are three major research directions he has consistently followed in his 
scientific career: the history of Romania, of Bulgaria, and of Greece. He has also 
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written studies on Hungary, Russia, Serbia and Poland or on other countries 
in Southeast Europe. From a chronological point of view, his research descends 
deep into the medieval past of these peoples and spans the whole period up to 
the beginning of the twenty-first century, but his main focus is on the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. 

Regarding his three main directions of research, it should be noted that they 
have been shaped successively, staring in the early 1980s and continuing in the 
decades that followed. Thus, in 1984, one of his first reference works, entitled 
L’Italia e il Risorgimento balcanico: Marco Antonio Canini,4 was awarded the Mar-
raro Prize by the Italian Society of Historical Studies. The book was based on 
more than a decade of research carried out in Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and 
Italy, and paved the way for his subsequent monographs and syntheses, such 
as: La nascita di uno stato balcanico: La Bulgaria di Alessandro di Battenberg nella 
corrispondenza diplomatica italiana (1879–1886); Mezzo secolo di socialismo reale: 
L’Europa centro-orientale dal secondo conflitto mondiale alla caduta dei regimi comu-
nisti, La Russia e l’Europa centro-orientale 1815–1914 (published in two succes-
sive editions). 

Of all his research, Romanian history remains a privileged topic to this day. 
He first approached it as a student, but resumed and continually expanded it 
over his nearly five decades of scholarly activity. The results are not only studies 
and books about important personalities and events from the Romanian past,5 
but also admirable syntheses of modern and contemporary Romanian history. 
We should mention here La Grande Romania (Cosenza: Edizioni di Periferia, 
2002), La Romania contemporanea: Momenti e questioni di storia (Milan: Nagard, 
2002), and Romania (Milan: Unicopli, 2005) (the first edition was followed by 
a second revised edition in 2009). 

His works have been and continue to be translated into international lan-
guages (English, French, Spanish), but also into national languages (Romanian, 
Bulgarian, Russian, Serbian, Polish), which ensures their broad reception and 
unanimous appreciation. For example, his most recent synthesis on Romanian 
history, published in Romanian under the title România în secolul 20 (Romania 
in the twentieth century), was presented in Cluj as part of an event organized 
under the aegis of Babeº-Bolyai University and the George Bariþiu Institute of 
History of the Romanian Academy. 

Writing about the past of some of the peoples of Southeast Europe, historian 
Francesco Guida reconstructs the history of an entire region. He does this with 
the rigor of thorough linguistic and cultural preparation, but especially with the 
honesty of the researcher who always starts from the documents (as primary 
sources that are indispensable to a historian), which he then sifts through the fil-
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ter of each national historiography. He thus offers a genuine lesson in scientific 
methodology, a model of historical research that he has passed on to his students 
and disciples. 

Beyond his qualities as an accomplished professor and researcher, Francesco 
Guida is an outstanding ambassador of Central-Eastern European history to 
Italy and the world. He is a specialist who has cultivated the past of this half of 
Europe, not only through his lectures and research, but also through his mem-
bership in various national and international bodies. We should recall, in this re-
gard, his positions as chairman of the Italian Association of Southeast European 
Studies, vice-chairman of the International Association of Southeast European 
Studies, president of the Romanian-Italian Center for Historical Studies, and 
director of the Interdepartmental Center for Research on Central-Eastern Eu-
rope, Russia and Eurasia. In recognition of his scientific merits, he was awarded 
the title of doctor honoris causa by the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 2017. 

Francesco Guida is not only a Benedictine teacher and researcher but also a 
generous and serene man, as all his collaborators have come to know him, schol-
ars whom he has always supported and encouraged in their research over time. 

D istinguished Professor, by honoring you today, Babeş-Bolyai Uni-
versity is honoring itself at a time of exceptional symbolic importance 
for its existence: 100 years of Romanian higher education in Cluj. In 

this context, please receive this high academic distinction as an expression of the 
gratitude of our academic community and, through us, of entire Romania, for 
your entire work and activity dedicated to the history of the Romanians and of 
Central-Eastern Europe. 

Distinguished audience, by being included in the prestigious academic gal-
lery of Alma Mater Napocensis, Professor and historian Francesco Guida hereby 
becomes symbolically “entrenched” in the memory of this athenaeum and re-
ceives the deepest gratitude of his adoptive homeland, Romania. 

q
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