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The stalemate in local or regional conflicts, the lack of solutions in sensitive regions
like MENA (Middle East and North Africa), Afghanistan, Iran, Korean Peninsula or East
China Sea, and the sentiment of the multilateralism’s futility (UN, NATO) are symp-
toms of the “post-American world” and the disintegrating Euro-Atlantic alliance. As men-
toned before, a global system with an unwilling America, incapable Europe and economi-
cally growing but politically limited Asia-Pacific is so far a “no man’s land”. As I emphasized
in a 2012 article, nobody speaks about a “Chinese dream™ and no one wants to be
Chinese, no matter the annual rate of economic growth is or how many towers are
built in Beijing. There is no other system of values and way of life to replace what the
Western liberal democracies have done for the middle class in the past 65 years. The
crisis of the West and the decline of the Atlantic order do not necessarily mean we
move towards a post-Atlantic one.
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Abstract
Towards a Post-“Atlantic Order”?
The Disruption of the American-European Partnership and the Rise of Asia-Pacific

Since 2003, the vast majority of the analyses, theories and academic teflections with respect to
the decline of the Western order were based on the common idea that we are witnessing a grad-
ual but definitive break of the post-1945 transatlantic relations. We might disagree with the
severity of the diagnosis but some analytical and methodological demarches have to be done in
order to understand the main directions of a changing world. Having in mind the global trans-
formations following Western political, diplomatic and military crisis of 2003 (over Iraq inva-
sion) as well as the implications of the financial crisis of 2008, scholars admit the end of the unipo-
lar system (meaning two decades of U.S. hegemony after the demise of the Soviet Union) as
well as a certain fading of the European-American strategic alliance. This arricle is an investiga-
tion of the transatlantic partnership (past events, current substance and perspectives), in the
context of Asia-Pacific ascension. From political to economic dimension and from military to strate-
gic issues, the “post-American world” which Fareed Zakaria has described so accurately is mov-
ing to a multipolar architecture, with several centers of growth and influence that are competing
for resources and pre-eminence. Accordingly, global economy and international politics face a shift
of “gravity center” from Atlantic to Pacific.
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