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view on the nation. As a sign of this conceptual redefinition of their community they
used more often the term people (Volk) instead of the nation (Nation).'* The Saxon nation
refered to the old political community, the privileged estate in the Transylvanian connsti-
tutional system. The formula Saxon “people” instead was that ethnolinguistic com-
munity theorised by Herder. It was based on language, heredity, tradition and ani-
mated by a specific spirit. In these new terms, from a cultural point of view, the
Transylvanian Saxons began to consider themselves as part of the German nation,”
whereas, from a political point of view they tried to approach the new Germany uni-
fied under Prussian lead.

This cultural and political background influenced the writings of Georg Daniel Teutsch
(1817-1893), one of the most influential Saxon historians. Similar to all previously anal-
ized authors he was both a teacher and a Lutheran priest. Due to his intellectual and
moral capacities Teutsch became a bishop and a true leader of his nation. His most impor-
tant work was a history of the Saxons, initially published in five volumes after the Revolution
of 1848.

Although his writing style was influenced by the romantic spirit, as a former stu-
dent of Ranke Teutsch was in favour of a critical approach in historiography. Therefore,
he credited none of the previous fantastic theories concerning the origins of the Saxons
and established the beginnings of their history at the time of the twelfth century colo-
nization during king Géza II. Respecting the information provided by documents and
the methodology of the pozitivist history Teutsch found another way to support the prece-
dence of the Saxons in Transylvania and their importance as a civilizing element (a German
one) in this part of Europe. When the Saxons came, wrote him (invoking medieval papal
documents as proofs), the regions where they settled down were a “desert™: “The distant
area between Mureg, Olt and the two Tirnava rivers, where now the Saxon Chairs are
located and look like a garden, was a desert in the past.””

Developed in several ideas, the image of the Transylvanian desert had the role to
emphasize the qualities of the Saxons, their capacity to change, in a pozitive way, the
savage and hostile environment in which they settled (both from a natural as well as
human point of view): “The reason for which King Geisa IT brought German settlers
in the deserted, far located border, on the other side of the forest, was the conse-
quence of the already mentioned situation of the Hungarian Kingdom during those
dmes. They came to work and defend the land, for the preservation of the crown and
the protection of their rights against enemies from inside and outside. In this way it
is written on their seal and the same is indicated by their whole history. They came as
free people with full property rights on the land because they first had to tame the
savage nature and the wild local people.™ In these passionate sentances Teutsch made
an essential self-portrait of the Saxons from the middle of the nineteenth century: indus-
trious, defenders of the country, loyal to the krown, free people whose property rights
upon their own home may not be disputed by anyone because they were the ones
who “tamed” and civilized it. In this way the author delineated a symbolical geography®
based on the differences between the western German civilization (from which the Saxons
emerged like an isolated island) and the “savage” border lands, where they settled:
the Germans “moved from civilized areas into the wilderness, from the circle of edu-


















