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The contribution of Jewish architects 
and entrepreneurs to the urban deve-
lopment of Salonta at the beginning of 

the 20th century
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The upper social classes who had financial power – the Hungarians and 
the Jews – (whose increased numbers was a result their investment in the 
area), representatives of the collective (the municipal council) and individual 
beneficiaries, were the driving force behind Salonta’s modernisation, 
following the model of neighbouring towns and the European capitals 
Vienna and Budapest. These accomplishments were brought about by the 
interests of a culturally ambitious bourgeoisie who wanted to attain social 
prestige and to generously support its local or imperial patrons. Alongside 
the municipal council, there were some Jewish entrepreneurs among the 
important partners, such as: the trader Roth Armin, the hotel owner 
Ellmann Lajos, the publishers Rozenzweig Rezsö, Adler Jakab and Reich 
Jakab, who built impressive and emblematic buildings in Salonta.

Europe at the end of the 19th century was marked by an innovative, 
youthful artistic style called Art Nouveau that stood in contrast to the classical 
style of the previous era; this style was prominently visible in architecture. 
In central Europe, this style was called Secession; it arrived in Salonta after 
1900 and lasted until 1920, when other artistic trends appeared in Europe.

The architects who adopted this 1900 style, who had been trained in 
Vienna and Budapest, were mostly Jewish (Komor Marcell, Hidi Z., Dvorak 
Ede); they also had projects in the neighbouring city of Oradea, working 
with their Hungarian colleagues (Lázsló Székely) and local craftsmen 
(Nagy József) to design various kinds of buildings for the wealthy families. 
They created an original Art Nouveau architecture that linked the multi-
ethnic local cultural architectural shapes to Europe’s common searches.

  

1900 architecture in the downtown area of Salonta 
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