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King Sigismund of Luxemburg granted him the estates of Iza and Apsa de Jos.®
Still, on 1 May 1390, these two estates, as well as Rona de Sus, Birsana, Ro-
zavlea, Ruscova and Vigeu, were resized to the benefit of Voivode Balc and of
Drag “of Maramures,™ no mention being made of their nephew, Iuan Romanul.
A document issued soon afterwards (on 8 May 1397) speaks of one Ladislau,
the son of loan, the brother of Balc and Drag (the latter now called voivode
and comes of Maramures). This nephew, together with his two aforementioned
uncles, were lords of the fortress of Chioar (in county Solnoc), and of the estates
of Hust si Sighet (in County Maramures).” A document from 1397 is the first
to indicate that Balc had two sons, Dumitru (Demetrius) and Alexandru (San-
dor), who, together with their father and their uncle (Drag), obtained from the
king a resizing of their estate at Teceu.® The same individuals and other relatives
of theirs are mentioned in an important writ dated 7 April 1402 and in which
the palatine of Hungary demanded the Convent of Lelez to acknowledge their
ownership over some estates and mountain ridges, among which we find “Fru-
moasa, also known as Beautiful Mountain” (Forwmoza, alio nomine Zephavas).® We
find here a Romanian place-name later translated by the notary (deacon) into
Hungarian. The transfer of ownership over these landed estates (including the
villages of Budesti, Vincesti, Rona de Jos, Ginesti, Berbesti, Feresti, Muntele
Uglei and Uglea, in County Maramureg) was done, as we have already indicated,
to the benefit of Dumitru and Alexandru, the sons of Balc, Sandrin and Gheo-
rghe, the sons of Drag and Ladislau, the son of Ioan Romanul (brother to Balc
and Drag). The family tree outlined so far is presented in Annex 1.

The early 15® century saw the end of an important stage in the history of this
family. After a possible conflict with his brother Balc, Drag died in late 1400,
while his elder brother is mentioned as “deceased” only on 25 June 1402.'° Be-
tween 1365 and 1400, in northeastern Transylvania the descendants of Dragos
had established a distinct political and administrative unit, centered on the
Maramures voivodate. In other words, the Romanian country refused to Bog-
dan of Cuhea and his followers in 1340-1360 was in a way established by the
descendants of Dragos, driven out of Moldavia after 1365 and subjects of the
King of Hungary. The family held some of the highest offices, being among the
barons of the realm: veivodes of Maramures (1365), comes of Sitmar (1368),
comes of Maramures (1373), comes of the Szeklers (1387), comes of Ugocea
(1389). Apart from receiving these offices, they also became some of the richest
lords in the kingdom, holding more than 10 mighty fortresses and a huge estate
with 200-300 villages in the counties of Maramureg (approximately 50 villag-
es), Ugocea, Sitmar, Silaj and Solnoc-Dibica, plus the villages of their familiars
(small local knezes) in Maramures and in other neighboring countes, which
owed them obedience in keeping with the bond of vassalage. For instance, the







































