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FaBieN THEOFILAKIS, ed.

Cote a céte: Berry-au-Bac

dans la Premiere Guerre mondiale:
Perspectives franco-allemandes

sur les fronts de I’Aisne

L’Allemagne dans les relations interna-
tionales. Deutschland in der internatio-
nalen Beziehungen 11

Bruxelles etc.: Peter Lang, 2017

T—IE COMMEMORATION of the centenary
of the First World War has led to the pub-
lication of some interesting books that
bring to attention important events in the
history of this moment, a huge editorial
process of documentary restitution and a
tremendous work of historians who offer
a reinterpretation of sources or new ap-
proaches to already known events. Among
the latest publications devoted to this
topic, quite worthy of attention is the one
edited in 2017 in both French and Ger-
man by Fabien Théofilakis of Paris 1 Pan-
théon Sorbonne University (Die Hohbe 108
bei Berry-au-Bac im Ersten Welthrieg: Die
Fronten an der Aisne aus deutscher und fran-
zosischer Sicht).

It is difficult to classify this book as be-
ing part of a specific category, such as docu-
mentary restitution, historical research, or
reference literature, because it features ele-
ments from each of these genres. It con-
tains a presentation of documents, a well-
done historiographical survey which helps
the reader to understand who had written
about this topic up to that moment and to
see what were the most important contri-
butions, but also interesting analyses dedi-
cated to the battlefield of Berry-au-Bac,
which saw some important battles between
the French and German armies. As a com-

ponent of an interesting project involving
researchers from important centres belong-
ing to both aforementioned countries, the
book presents the way in which professors
from French and German universities have
discovered and reconstructed, step by step,
the battles that took place there and the at-
mosphere in the trenches.

Divided into six small parts and accom-
panied by a foreword signed by Annette
Becker and an introduction by Fabien
Théofilakis, the book provides in its first
part (pp. 55-80) information about the
context of the battles that took place at
Berry-au-Bac and describes the units that
fought there, showing relevant aspects of
the conflagration, offering information
about the commanders of these units and
underlining other important elements per-
taining to the matter. Then, in the second
part (pp. 81-172), the rediscovery of the
place blends with the reading of sources
and the examination of photographs, in an
attempt to describe the way in which the
battles unfolded, to understand the strate-
gies and the role of the ammunition used
in the whole process. The third part (pp.
173-224), titled “Living the War, Saying
the War, Recounting the War,” is focused
on the memorials dedicated to the place,
on their topic and relevance, while the fol-
lowing one (pp. 225-284) speaks about
the alternation between fighting and quiet
periods in the investigated space.

In the two texts belonging to the fifth
section (pp. 285-310), the first signed by
Pierre Le Dauphin and the second one by
Stefan Schubert, after investigating em-
pirical aspects related to the space and de-
scribing in detail the work of students, the
authors decided to insert, at the end of the
last section of the book (pp. 311-336), six
interviews with archivists about various as-
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pects of the First World War and especially
of the Berry-au-Bac battles.

Wencke Meteling (pp. 337-353) of
Marburg University is the author of the
afterword, which highlights the contribu-
tion of the authors coordinated by Fabien
Théofilakis to the understanding of the
First World War and to the rediscovery of
important spaces and sources that provide
us with rich information about the way in
which the conflagration took place.

As we have tried to show in our short
presentation, the aforementioned book is
not only an important historiographical
contribution, but also a documentary book
which brings to attention historical and
practical information about the First World
War and contributes to a better understand-
ing of the battles fought at Berry-au-Bac.

Q
TuLru-MARIUS MORARIU

AbpRIAN ONOFREIU and CORNELIA VLASIN, eds.
Razboiul din spatele transeelor:
Contributii documentare referitoare
la judetul Bistrita-Nasaud

(The war behind the trenches:
Documentary contributions related

to Bistrita-Nasaud County)
Cluj-Napoca: Argonaut, 2017

T{E COMMEMORATION of the centenary
of the First World War has led to the pub-
lication of important books, volumes of
studies and relevant documents from or
about that period. Many conferences, sem-
inars, debates and other manifestations on
this topic, or on topics linked to it, were
held in order to highlight new aspects of
the conflagration and to analyze in a dif-
ferent way aspects that are already known.

In Bistrita-Nasaud County, research-
ers from the local department of the Na-
tional Archives, from the local museums,
together with other specialists, published
interesting texts in this field. Quite re-
cent are the documents about the officer
Albert Porkolab: Ion Cirja, Dan-Lucian
Vaida, Lordnd L. Mddly, and Dan Pra-
hase, eds., Un ardelean in Mavele Réizboi:
Albert Porkolab (1880-1920) (A Transyl-
vanian in the Great War: Albert Porkolab,
1880-1920) (Cluj-Napoca, 2016), as well
as many studies on the articles published
in local magazines.

Another recent contribution to this
subject is the documentary volume en-
titled The War Behind the Trenches: Docu-
mentary Contributions Related to Bistrifa-
Niisand County. Its main editors are Mr.
Adrian Onofreiu and Mrs. Cornelia Vlasin,
who were helped by the historians Dorin
Dologa, Nicoleta Preda, Andreea Salvan,
Dana Viran, and Gabriela Molnar.

Its foreword (pp. 7-22) presents gen-
eral aspects about the conflagration as well
as particular elements about the investi-
gated area and information related to the
researched sources. Based on a compre-
hensive, albeit incomplete, bibliography; it
may be considered a useful guide to the
historiography of the First World War in
Bistrita-Nasiaud County and an instrument
that highlights sources for future research
in the field. The foreword is followed by
a note on the edition (pp. 23-24), where
the editors present the list of the documen-
tary findings they used in their investiga-
tion and some technical aspects of their
work, and by the list of 260 documents
presented (pp. 25-45). After that, the
reader is invited to discover a part of the
correspondence from the battlefield, docu-
ments of the Church (episcopal form let-
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ters, certificates, instructions for parishes,
and so on), official school papers, lists of
heroes of the conflagration from villages
such as Rebrisoara (pp. 275-282) and
Sieu (pp. 283-294), and even a play (pp.
295-303). The work introduces the reader
to the complex universe of the war, high-
lighting the problems of the combatants,
of the people who remained home, of the
Church and of the schools, and facilitates
a direct contact with the sources and with
the testimonies of the people who suftered
so much. Despite the censorship, some
aspects that highlight the difficult life in
the trenches, the hard life of the widows
and of the lonely women from the county
villages are still present in the letters sent
to representative people like teacher Ioan
Marcu. The latter is the source of many of
the published documents.

Therefore, we can conclude that this
book is an important contribution to the
reconstruction of the image of the First
World War and to its understanding, given
the impressive number of primary sources
offered and the novelty of the informa-
tion they contain. Like with all important
researches, there are some shortcomings
that, however, do not diminish its value.
Thus, for example, there is no index of
places and names, very useful for any re-
searcher who has no time to read the entire
book and who is searching just for a name
or a place, and there are no biographical
notes on the important people mentioned.
It would be surely very useful for a reader
to find out, in a few words, who was Ioan
Marcu, who left behind such a wealth of
documents, or who was Liviu Piius, etc.
On the other hand, there is an excessive
preoccupation with explaining archaisms.
For this reason, the editors are, from time
to time, explaining even words that are

still in use in some regions of the county
and of the country. In our opinion, such
explanations are not necessary. For exam-
ple, it would be better to replace these
digressions with short biographies of the
important local personalities mentioned in
the documents.

Despite these minor shortcomings of
the book, which surely can be amended in
a future edition, the volume is an impor-
tant contribution to contemporary histo-
riography and to the investigation of the
First World War and of its consequences in
Bistrita-Nasiud County, one that should
not be absent from the libraries of the re-
searchers tackling this subject.

Q
TuLru-MARIUS MORARIU

HaraLD HepPNER, ed.

Umbruch mit Schlachtenlarm:
Siebenbiirgen und der Erste Weltkrieg
Cologne-Weimar—Vienna: Bohlau Verlag,
Siebenbiirgisches Archiv, 44, 2017

i i ORLD WAR I had a tremendous im-

pact upon Transylvania and its inhabitants,
decisively changing the history of this re-
gion by causing its separation from Aus-
tria-Hungary and the subsequent union
with Romania, in keeping with the desire
of the majority population, democratically
expressed in the autumn of 1918. In recent
years, several conferences and a significant
number of articles, individual and collec-
tive volumes have approached, from vari-
ous and multidisciplinary perspectives, the
impact of the war upon this province and
the manner in which the people of that
time remembered and recounted the expe-
riences of those dreadful years. Thus, an-




