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Josef Wolf was born in Arad, on 15 
November 1952, to a peasant family, and 
grew up in the suburban village of Horia. 
He attended primary school in German 
in his native village. In 1967 he began his 
studies in the humanities section of High 
School No. 5 of Arad. In the autumn of 
1971 he passed the entrance examinations 
and became a student of the Faculty of 
History and Philosophy of Babeş-Bolyai 
University of Cluj, the history section, 
majoring in both history and the English 
language and literature. He is married and 
the father of two children. In 1975 he was 
assigned to work in the modern history 
department of the National Museum of 
Transylvanian History of Cluj and began 
his cooperation with the History Depart-
ment of Cluj University. In 1980 he be-
came a teaching assistant with the Social 
Sciences Department of the Technical 
University of Cluj-Napoca, the didactic 
activities being coordinated by the His-
tory Department of the Faculty of His-
tory and Philosophy. In June 1986 he was 
dismissed from his teaching position on 
charges of political and ideological devi-
ance, and therefore he decided to apply for 
emigration together with his entire family. 
Until he could leave the country, in early 
April of 1989, he worked as a part-time li-
brarian at the Technical University of Cluj.
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In Germany he attended the orientation and integration courses meant for the mi-
grants of German ethnic origin with a higher education degree. For a brief period he 
worked for the Caritas organization in Freiburg and for the Association of Banat Swabians 
of Munich. In July 1990, following a competitive selection, he became a researcher at the 
Institute of History and Regional Studies of the Danube Swabians (Institut für donau­
schwäbische Geschichte und Landeskunde) of Tübingen, where he leads the Department for 
the Historical Investigation of Settlements (Historische Siedlungsforschung), which focuses 
on the evolution of spatial and demographic structures in those areas of Central and East-
ern or Southeastern Europe inhabited in the past or even nowadays by a German minority 
population. The department is tasked with analyzing the evolution of regional societies in 
the areas of origin of the German minorities living in the successor states of the Crown of 
St. Stephen, focusing on the changing historical contexts, the evolutionary dynamics, and 
the defining characteristics of the various regional minority groups.

His scholarly interests include modern history, historical demography, and regional 
history, especially that of Banat and Transylvania. A particular component of his schol-
arly activity are the exhibitions resulting from research projects usually organized in 
cooperation with external partners.

(https://www.idglbw.de/de/institut/mitarbeiterteam/ma-josef-wolf)
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