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ies). Furthermore, a state-run university, Babeg-Bolyal of Cluj-Napoca, has been
praised by European officials because of the fact that the educational process
here is organized along three complete lines of studies at undergraduate level (in
Romanian, Hungarian, and German), and also for its postgraduate programs in
all of the three languages, completed by a studies program in Hebrew.?

Obviously, the current situation—with all the minorities in Romania and im-
plicitly in Transylvania enjoying the same rights as the majority population and
possessing all the legal, judicial, and institutional instruments needed for the
preservation and development of their own identity—was not constantly pres-
ent throughout history, and it is equally true that for centuries the Romanian
majority in Transylvania did not enjoy rights equal to those of the minorities
that controlled the province following the numerous changes in the political
and judicial status of this territory occurred during the previous millennium. On
many occasions and until the contemporary era, this situation generated tension
and conflicts among the various ethnic and religious groups present in Transyl-
vania, often accompanied by violent outbursts resulting in the destruction of
property and in loss of life for both parties involved in the conflict. Despite all
that, the people of today are not responsible for the actions of their ancestors
and should not be made to bear such a burden. The demographic data of the
last census (see Table 1) generally reflects the historical developments of the
previous centuries, except for the fact that until roughly the middle of the 20*
century, the German and the Jewish presence was far more significant than that
of 2002. The tragic events of the Second World War and the developments that
followed the introduction of the communist regime influenced the dynamics
of Romania’s population in general, but they particularly affected the German
and the Jewish communities.* This is why the present paper focuses on some
essential components of the demographic structure of Transylvania during the
medieval, the modern, and the contemporary periods, the evolution in number
and as a percentage of this main ethnic and religious groups, seeking to iden-
tify the common features but also the differences in behavior that were always
present in such a multi-cultural space, the manner in which interethnic relations
unfolded, the political response to this ethnic and religious context, the degree
of tolerance/intolerance showed by the inhabitants and by the state towards this
ethno-cultural diversity?








http://www.inssc.ro














































loan BoLovan & SoRrina Pauta Bolovan » Transylvania unti! World War 1 « 95

3

This was the end of the revolution in Transylvania, an event that unfortunately
left a deep imprint upon the consciousness of the people of that time.

Of: course, the clashes that opposed the Romanians and the Saxons to the
Hungarian revolutionary army, the material and human losses caused by the
Hungarian insurgents to towns and villages, the brutal treatment of the Roma-
nian and Saxon civilians by the Hungarian occupation forces, the victory of the
Austrian and Russian armies over the Hungarian troops, the restoration of the
imperial administration, etc. exacted a tremendous human and material price,
which reveals only a small fraction of the tragedy experienced by the people of
Transylvania in 1848-1849. This aspect has been widely discussed in the litera-
ture, in a more or less passionate fashion, starting with the second half of the
19th century. Thus, we shall not dwell here upon the tremendous suffering of
those involved directly or 1nd1rectly in the events of 1848-1849. The villages of
Transylvania suffered to varying degrees, according to their geographic location
with rcgard to the Hungarian, Austrian, or Russian encampments and to their
proximity to certain battlefields. At any rate, even in the places where the church-
es were not vandalized or destroyed, households had to suffer and sometimes
people’s lives were in danger, the documents speaking about many civilians who
were arrested, tortured, and assassinated. It is generally accepted that the revo-
lutionary clashes, most of them involving the Romanians and the Hungarians,
resulted in more than 40,000 deaths, approximately 200 burnt churches, several
hundred villages destroyed, and other damages that are very hard to assess.?!
Although most Romanian historians claim that 40,000 Romanians were killed
during the revolution, demographic estimates indicate that between the period
prior to the revolution and the first truly modern census taken in the province
in 1850-1851 we find a missing 40,000 people in the total population, the only
explanation for this being their death during the bloody events of those years.3
This means that in the 40,000 we also have to include the Hungarians, Saxons,
Armenians, Jews, Gypsies and the other inhabitants of Transylvania who bore
to varying degrees the brunt of the revolution. Still, most testimonies (official
ones or the statistics kept by the Orthodox or the Greek-Catholic) speak of the
very large number of Romanians affected by the tough repression against them.
Besides, the fact that at the time they were the majority in the province leads
us to believe that most (but not all) of the approximately 40,000 victims of the
revolution were Romanian. Equally serious in the long term were the interethnic
consequences, the fact that the Romanians and the Hungarians abandoned all
dialogue and rurned to mutual accusations, relations between the two communi-
ties being long dominated by fear, suspicion and mistrust.?® This happened not
only at the level of the elites, but sometimes even when it came to the common


























































































