











DYSTOPIAN IMAGINARIES / IMAGINAIRES ANTIUTOPIQUES * 133

mate our modernist impurity in order to gain the clearest community which had ever
existed, they radically changed the nutritional habits of our planet by replacing meat, car-
rots and all the “junk” food we are currently ingesting with a scientifically tested oil deriv-
ative. As expected, almost everybody passed away, except the 0.2% of the population,
which resisted the oil treatment, and became the social core of the new world. This process
of social engineering entered into the collective memory as a procedure of “crystalliza-
tion,” which wasn’t completed without residual losses: some members of the new
community failed to achieve the new human and political goal of deleting all impuri-
ties out of their soul and body, others managed to complete the introductory phases of
the initiation process, fully enjoying the benefits of the new social order, but continu-
ously fearing that the repressed, inner impurity of their being would somehow come
to the surface, betraying them and disqualifying them as rather unsuccessful, weak mem-
bers of the society. As such, each member of the new world is continuously improving
his—or hers—process of crystallization D-503 does this by participating in the con-
struction of the “Integral”: it proves to be the most outstanding product of the new world,
nothing similar has been assembled in the history of the mankind, so by sharing the serene
work of this utopia, each participant becomes part of a great, collective crystallization
rocess.

P Nevertheless, a few people of the old, dysfunctional modern society resisted the
food annihilation, and managed to settle at the outskirts of the perfect society, in the
woods, being separated from the inner world by a solid fence made of glass. Glass is,
actually, everywhere within the inner world: the houses are made of glass, the streets also,
electric vans run frantically on extremely elaborated glass highways, everything is made
of glass, as the main imperative of the new society is to gain full transparency, expelling
from its structures even the smallest suspicion of shadow.

The women too have obviously no names, but only numbers. Zamyatin’s society is
a happy polygamy, as the dusty fashion of the restrictive family life has disappeared
from its realms for good. Sex, of course, has remained a painful necessity, acknowl-
edged by the leaders of the society, but carefully organized. Men and women live in
personal glass cages, whose windows remain always unobstructed by a curtain, in order
to ensure the perfect transparency of personal life. As having sex in a fish bowl could
be rather embarrassing, strict rules to gain inimacy have been established. “Sex hours”
are actually “minutes,” in order to avoid the voluptuous outbreak of pleasure. In order
to get to them, one has to forward a request to the authorities. The Sexual Bureau
analyses the potency of the applicant and the sound quantity of his hormones, and if
the candidate proves to be fit for sexual intimacy, it elaborates the Sexual Calendar and
gives the applicant a set of tickets. When the sexual time approaches, the owner of the
Calendar writes a name on the ticket, gets permission to use it, then gets another tick-
et which entitles his or her landlord to curtain the windows, and the act is to be com-
pleted rapidly, within the short time gap prescribed by the Calendar. Otherwise the pleas-
ure goes astray, and you have to wait a few more serene days until the coniing of a
new peak day.

D-503’s usual partner is the tender O-90: they have got accustomed to each other,
as 0-90 is unsophisticated, rather sentimental, mother-like with her partner, which means
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